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Dear Parents,

As we come to the end of another successful and enriching academic year, we extend our warmest wishes to you and
your child. As your child prepares to transition from Year 9 to Year 10, we are delighted to introduce our Summer Aim
High Holiday Homework Programme, thoughtfully designed to consolidate this year's learning while preparing students for
the exciting opportunities and increased responsibilities that Year 10 brings.

Throughout the year, our students have actively participated in a wide range of experiential and future-focused learning
opportunities. These have included STREAM-based projects, investigations, experiential learning, innovation challenges,
community service initiatives, and collaborative problem-solving activities. Students have also explored coding, artificial
intelligence tools, and digital platforms, enabling them to develop essential skills such as critical thinking, creativity,
communication, and collaboration. These experiences have nurtured confidence, independence, and a strong foundation
for lifelong learning.

This year's Summer Programme reflects our commitment to developing the whole child—academically, socially, and
emotionally. It is aligned with key school initiatives including the GEMS Leadership Stones, BE A GEM Expectations and
Routines, GEMS Family First Initiative, UAE Year of Family 2026, Beyond 100 MNTRA Wellbeing and Longevity
Programme, Stand Up Speak Out, Financial Literacy, Sustainability and SDG Goals, and Digital Citizenship and
Leadership.

Through this programme, students will continue to demonstrate acts of kindness, responsibility, and service while
strengthening empathy, respect, and positive behaviour. They will reinforce positive habits through the BE A GEM
framework, develop healthy lifestyle choices through Beyond 100, and build essential life skills in areas such as financial
awareness, sustainability, innovation, and responsible digital citizenship—equipping them with the knowledge, confidence,
and character needed to thrive in an ever-changing world.

A key focus of the programme is strengthening family connections, supporting the UAE Year of Family 2026. Many
activities are designed to be interactive and family-centred, encouraging meaningful engagement, collaboration, and
shared experiences at home. Students will also deepen their understanding of real-world concepts, including managing
money responsibly, protecting the environment, and using technology ethically and responsibly.

This Summer Programme is designed not only to keep your child engaged during the holidays but also to ensure a
smooth and confident transition into Year 10. As students approach the Key Stage 4 and begin preparing for important
decisions regarding their future pathways and IGCSE subject choices, this programme will strengthen their independence,
resilience, organisation, and critical thinking skills. We believe these experiences will further develop their confidence,
leadership, and readiness for the academic challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

Students are expected to compile their work in a portfolio format, which may include presentations, videos, posters, or
journals, and submit it to their Form Tutor by 7th September 2026. As valued partners in your child's education, we
encourage you to support and engage with your child throughout this programme. Your involvement will play a vital role in
enriching their learning experience and strengthening family bonds. We also recommend that you explore the Year 9
Family Learning Newsletters to gain valuable insights into the curriculum, learning expectations, and opportunities that
await your child in the new academic year.

Please note that Friday, 3rd July 2026 will be the last working day for students. The school will close for the summer break
from Monday, 6th July 2026, and will reopen for new students and Year 12 on Monday, 31st August 2026, and for all
students on Tuesday, 1st September 2026.

We are incredibly proud of the progress our students have made throughout this year, and we are confident that this
Summer Programme will continue to support their growth as confident, responsible, and successful learners. We wish you
and your family a happy, safe, and enriching summer holiday. Enjoy this special time together, and we look forward to
welcoming your child back, refreshed and ready to embrace the exciting opportunities of Year 10

Regards
Preeti Manoj
Head of Secondary




Year 9 Moving to Year 10
All students must complete their student portfolio and submit it to their Form tutors.

What to submit Date To whom

Portfolio

Projects

Project Based Learning
Aim High summer projects are planned to enhance the research and independent learning
skills of students. The projects are further focused on improving students’ skill of data
collection, interpretation of data and communication of their finding. Students must
choose one task from the below three tasks. Task 4 is Mandatory.

Students must choose one task from the below three tasks. Task 4 is Mandatory.

Task 1: Start Smart — Digital Business

Driving Question:
How can we create and launch a small digital business that is financially sustainable?

Overview
« This project engages students in designing and launching a small digital business. It
integrates financial literacy, entrepreneurship, and ICT skills through real-world
application. The project will also equip students with Critical thinking, Problem-
solving, Collaboration, Digital literacy and Financial responsibility skills.

Learning Outcomes-Students will:

Apply financial concepts (budgeting, pricing, profit/loss)

Develop entrepreneurial thinking and innovation

Use ICT tools for business design, marketing, and communication
Analyze data to make informed decisions

Present and justify business ideas clearly

Tools required
o Spreadsheet software (Excel or Google Sheets)
o Presentation tools (PowerPoint or Slides)
« Design tools (Canva or similar)
« Survey tools (Forms)

Duration: 3—4 weeks




Project Task

Collaborate with another student to create a small digital business. The business should
have the following:

o A clear business idea

« A financial plan

« A digital presence

« A marketing strategy

« A final presentation

1. Business ldea Development
+ Identify problems or needs in the community
« Brainstorm and select a viable business idea
« Define target customers
o Conduct a simple survey
+ Create a Business concept and customer profile

2. Financial Planning
 ldentify start-up costs
« Set pricing strategies
o Estimate revenue and profit
« Create a budget plan/Budget sheet and profit forecast

3. Digital Design and Branding
o Create a business name and logo
« Develop a website or social media page
« Prepare marketing materials-Digital business presence and branding materials

4. Marketing and Feedback
« Promote the business idea
o Collect feedback through surveys or peer review
« Adjust plan based on feedback
o Create a Marketing plan and feedback summary

5. Presentation and Reflection
« Final pitch and reflection report
o Present the business to the class or panel
» Reflect on financial outcomes and learning
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Overview:

Daily habits (MOVE, NOURISH, THINK, REST and ALIGN) strengthen neural
pathways and help to rewire the brain for long-term growth.

To introduce the idea that humans can engage in health habits to help them lead
healthier lives and live longer. The project is aligned to GEMS Beyond 700
Longevity Lifestyle.

Research around the following key aspects:

* Daily healthy habits

* Engage in daily health habits such as drinking sufficient water, eating a
balanced deity and exercising and having enough sleep.

* Make a video/PPT of health habits/ activities that you will engage in during the
summer holiday to help you live longer and healthier.

Final output: Design a personal program to help you live longer.

Task 3: The Carbon Footprint Challenge PR
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Driving Question
How can we reduce our household’s carbon footprint in simple and realistic ways over
two months?

Overview

Students explore how everyday activities (energy use, transport, and food) affect the
environment. They will measure their household’s carbon footprint, try small changes, and
see what difference those changes make.

Learning objectives- Students will:




« Understand what a carbon footprint is

o Collect and interpret basic data

+ ldentify practical ways to live more sustainably

« Reflect on how their actions impact the environment

Steps
1. Measure Your Starting Point (Week 1)

e Use a simple carbon footprint calculator

e Record the following:
-Electricity use (approximate)
-Transport habits (how the family travels)
-Food habits (e.g., meat consumption)

Create a simple Baseline carbon footprint chart or table showing results

2. Plan Your Changes (Week 2)
Choose 3—4 simple actions, such as:

Turning off unused lights
Walking or using public transport more
Eating fewer meat-based meals
Reducing waste

« Predict which change will have the biggest impact

o Write a short action plan in bullet points and reasons

3. Take Action (Weeks 3-6)
« Try your chosen changes/actions at home that will bring reduction in carbon foot
print
« Keep a weekly log/weekly reflection journal that shows
o What you did
o What worked well
o Challenges faced

4. Review and Compare (Week 7-8)
« Recalculate your carbon footprint
o Compare before and after results. Create a Before- and -after comparison chart
+ Identify:
o What improved
o What was difficult
o What you would continue

Final Product
Create a “My Family Sustainability Guide” including:




1. Comparison Chart
o Before vs after footprint
2. Short Reflection
o What they learned
o What changes worked best
3. Simple Guide
o 5 easy tips for families to reduce their carbon footprint
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Task 4: — Online Courses

Go to https://www.futurelearn.com/courses and find and complete at least one
short course that interests you.

e No more than 3 weeks,
e no more than 2 hours per week.

Think about trying something new, to take a risk, to develop something you are
interested in.

Create a word format as mentioned below:
Write down the names of the courses with a brief explanation of why you have
chosen them?

Name of
the Course
Why | chose it

Key skills you
have gained
from the course

Screenshot
of
completion



https://www.futurelearn.com/courses

Student Portfolio
A portfolio is a compilation of your academic, extra-curricular achievements and work
experiences. It would support to enhance your university applications as most universities
ask for a personal essay highlighting your achievements in various fields.
The portfolio is a document:

e To be used when filling out applications
e To be reviewed before an interview
e To demonstrate your skills, abilities, and accomplishments

The portfolio as a process does the following:
e Makes you think about and reflect upon who you are.
e Helps you decide on your academic, personal and professional goals.

e Helps you realize how much you have accomplished and helps to boost your
confidence.

What goes in your Portfolio?

1. PERSONAL PROFILE: Prepare the resume /curriculum vitae.

2. AWARDS & HONORS: Include academic honors, scholarships, achievements in and
outside school with dates and photographs.

3. LEADERSHIP: Make a list of all the leadership opportunities you have received in
school year, include the year of leadership held. E.g. Subject leaders, SVG, prefects
etc.

4. MY INITIATIVES: Make a list of all the projects you have initiated, mention the
details of the project. Evidence to be submitted in the form of project report,
feedback and photographs. e.g. Charity drive, leading a project

5. INTERNSHIPS: We recommend all students must have at least 20 -35 hours of
internship done throughout the year. Students can also do internship or work
shadowing, at the work place of their parent/ Guardian / others. Evidence to be
documented as photographs, internship report, certificate of completion.

6. COMMUNITY SERVICE: Community work challenges pupils to step out of their
comfort zones to enhance their interpersonal skills and increase their self-
confidence. They learn the skills as well as a sense of empathy and responsibility
towards others.

Please share the details of your community service work.




e Students can do community service in UAE or outside.

e We recommend minimum 15 hours of community service throughout the year.

e The community service programme must include projects promoting sustainability
and innovation. Evidence to be documented as photographs, feedback, certificate
for community service. E.g.: old age home, orphanages, NGO's etc.

7. SPORTS & EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Make a list of all extra-curricular
activities you have been a part of, include the date and upload the evidence as
photographs, certificates, report and feedback.

Evidence for Portfolio: All documents* mentioned must be shared with the form tutors in
September.
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This activity is connected to Read /ike a GEM program and aims to encourage a love
of reading for leisure and pleasure in students while improving their reading levels.
It promotes students to read more and to read more widely. The goal of our
Reading Program is to have diversify students reading, grow as readers and
accomplish whatever reading goals they have set for themselves

How does it work?

e Select the books you want to read from the list below.
e You can complete the list in any order.

e Read at least three books in summer.

e Try new authors or Genres you haven't read before.

e Once you have finished with a book, share your read and book review
or trailer with your English Teacher.

e You may get as creative as you can to share your read.

e Choose your books from the list below:

Reading List
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

The Mother Tongue: English and How it Got That Way
(Author: Bill Bryson)

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William
Kamkwamba

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell

The Old Man and the Sea by Erest Hemingway
The Impossible Rescue: The True Story of an Amazing
Arctic Adventure by Martin W. Sandler

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen
Covey

War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells

Life of Pi by Yann Martel

Atomic Habits by James Clear

The Railway Children by E. Nesbit

The Fall of the House of Usher by Edgar Allan Poe
In the Key of Code by Aimee Lucido

Dogs of the Deadlands by Anthony McGowan
Children of the Phoenix by Oskar Kallner

Wink by Rob Harrell




