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1. Policy Statement 

The school will implement the UAE national mandatory subjects in full, in accordance with current UAE Ministry 

of Education standards and Knowledge and Human Development Authority requirements for Dubai private 

schools. Provision includes Arabic Language, Islamic Education, Social Studies for Arab students, Moral, Social 

and Cultural Studies for non-Arab students, and Moral Education for Arab students. 

2. Purpose 

This policy establishes clear requirements for student eligibility, curriculum time, language of instruction, teaching 

arrangements, assessment, staffing, monitoring and evidence across FS1 to Year 13. 

3. Scope 

This policy applies to all students, teachers, leaders and support staff involved in the planning, delivery, 

assessment or quality assurance of UAE mandatory subjects. 

4. Early Years Mandatory Provision 

For 2026–2027, MOE requires full implementation of the private kindergarten guide. Within the British curriculum, 

the equivalent kindergarten age groups are FS2 and Year 1. The school will also take account of any separately 

applicable KHDA early-childhood Arabic policy requirements for younger children. 

Year 
group Arabic Language Islamic Education Social Studies Delivery expectation 

FS2 200 min/week; 40 
min daily 

90 min/week for Muslim 
children: 3 × 30 min or 2 × 

45 min 
Integrated Arabic for all children; Arab and non-Arab pathways; Social 

Studies embedded in routines and experiences. 

Year 1 200 min/week; 40 
min daily 

90 min/week for Muslim 
children: 3 × 30 min or 2 × 

45 min 
Integrated Arabic for all children; structured and integrated learning 

aligned to MOE kindergarten outcomes. 

 

Forward requirement: Arabic Language to be increased to 300 minutes per week, 60 minutes daily, from 2027–

2028 under the MOE Early Years guide. 

5. Curriculum Time Expected: Year 2 to Year 13 

The table below states the minimum weekly allocation. “Optional” means the subject is not mandatory for that 

cohort under this table, although the school may provide approved enrichment or additional courses. 

Subject / cohort Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 

Arabic A: Arab students 6 6 6 6 6 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Arabic B: non-Arab students 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 Option
al 

Option
al 

Option
al 

Islamic: Arab Muslim students 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Islamic: non-Arab Muslim students 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 



 

Subject / cohort Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 

Social Studies: Arab/Emirati students 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Option
al 

Option
al 

Option
al 

MSC: non-Arab students 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Option
al 

Option
al 

Option
al 

Moral Education: Arab students 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

 

• One period in this table equals 40 minutes. Therefore: 6 periods = 240 minutes; 4 = 160; 3 = 120; 2 = 80;               

1 = 40 minutes weekly. 

• Arabic A is determined by Arab nationality recorded through the student’s Emirates ID/KHDA record. Arabic B 

applies to non-Arab students. 

• Islamic Education is mandatory only for students registered as Muslim. Arab and non-Arab Muslim pathways 

must remain separate. 

• Social Studies for Arab and Emirati students and MSC for non-Arab students are mandatory through Year 10 

and must be delivered as standalone subjects. 

• Moral Education for Arab students is standalone. 

6. Subject-Specific Teaching Guidance 

6.1 Arabic A: Arabic as a First Language 

• Follow the current MOE UAE National Curriculum standards and approved learning outcomes. 

• Use Standard Arabic as the principal language of instruction. 

• Teach each year group separately. Do not combine two grades/years. 

• Use MOE-prescribed or approved resources as the core entitlement; enrichment must align with UAE values, 

culture and law. 

• Assess attainment against MOE standards and progress from students’ starting points. Maintain evidence of 

reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

• Where an Arab student has significant linguistic gaps, provide an individualised plan aligned to Arabic A 

expectations. Do not move the student to Arabic B without formal regulatory approval. 

6.2 Arabic B: Arabic as an Additional Language 

• Follow the current MOE Arabic additional-language framework and sequence learning according to the number 

of years a student has studied Arabic. 

• Teach through purposeful communication, listening, speaking, reading and writing, with explicit vocabulary and 

language structures. 

• Ability grouping is permitted where appropriate. Adjacent year groups may be combined only where allowed, 

with suitable age range, class size and learning targets. 

• A non-Arab student may join Arabic A at parental request where assessment confirms readiness and the 

timetable and resources allow. 

• Use assessment information to personalise learning and measure progress from each student’s starting point. 

6.3 Islamic Education: Arab and Non-Arab Muslim Students 

• Use the MOE Islamic Education curriculum and MOE-prescribed textbooks. Foreign religious curricula must 

not replace or supplement the mandated programme. 

• Teach Arab Muslim students in Arabic and non-Arab Muslim students in the school’s approved language of 

instruction. 

• Keep Arab and non-Arab Muslim classes separate because curriculum expectations and language of 

instruction differ. 

• Ensure balanced coverage of Qur’an, Hadith, faith, worship, values, biography and responsible citizenship as 

specified in the MOE curriculum. 

• Use retrieval, discussion, reflection, application and age-appropriate memorisation; assess knowledge, 

understanding, application and personal response. 



 

6.4 Social Studies: Arab and Emirati Students 

• Mandatory from Year 2 to Year 10 as a standalone subject. 

• Teach in Arabic using the MOE UAE National Curriculum. 

• Teach each year group separately. Do not place Arab or Emirati students in MSC classes. 

• Build secure knowledge of UAE history, geography, society, government, heritage, identity and citizenship 

through enquiry and evidence. 

• Where temporary language support is required, document and review it through an individual plan with a clear 

route to full Arabic access. 

6.5 Moral, Social and Cultural Studies: Non-Arab Students 

• Mandatory from Year 2 to Year 10 as a standalone subject. 

• Teach in English or the school’s licensed language of instruction, following MOE standards. 

• Integrate the required Moral Education content within the MSC programme and retain clear curriculum 

mapping. 

• Use enquiry, discussion, authentic UAE contexts, source analysis, projects and community connections. 

• Assess students’ knowledge, understanding, application, reflection and responsible citizenship. 

6.6 Moral Education: Arab Students 

• Mandatory from Year 2 to Year 13. 

• To be taught as a standalone subject. 

• Maintain comprehensive student work and assessment evidence for regulatory review. 

7. Early Years Teaching and Assessment Guidance 

• Use play-based, enquiry-led and developmentally appropriate pedagogy through stories, rhymes, talk, 

movement, role play, sensory exploration and purposeful routines. 

• Provide daily Arabic experiences and an Arabic print-rich, culturally authentic environment. 

• Plan separate learning outcomes for Arab and non-Arab children while creating inclusive shared experiences 

where appropriate. 

• Social Studies is integrated within daily indoor and outdoor learning, routines and wider experiences. 

• Use observation, learning stories, portfolios, speaking samples and developmental checklists. Formal written 

testing is not appropriate in kindergarten. 

• Report Arabic as a distinct area of learning and communicate progress in all mandatory subjects to parents. 

8. Timetabling and Grouping  

• Schedule all mandatory provision within the official school timetable and regular school hours. 

• Meet the full weekly minutes for every eligible student. No student should miss new learning in another subject 

while attending a mandatory subject. 

• Keep Arab and non-Arab cohorts separate for Arabic, Islamic Education and Social Studies/MSC as required. 

 

9. Curriculum Planning and Resources 

• Maintain whole-school progression maps from Early Years to Year 13. 

• Map every unit to current MOE standards and learning outcomes. 

• Use MOE-prescribed textbooks where mandated and ensure supplementary resources align with UAE culture, 

values and law. 

• Maintain separate plans for Arabic A, Arabic B, Islamic Arab, Islamic non-Arab, Social Studies Arab and MSC 

non-Arab pathways. 

 

 



 

10. Assessment and Reporting 

• Apply assessment approaches aligned to MOE subject standards and the school assessment policy. 

• Use valid baseline information, ongoing formative assessment, moderated summative assessment and 

responsive intervention. 

• Report attainment and progress separately for each mandatory subject and pathway. 

11. Inclusion and Curriculum Modification 

• Provide appropriate scaffolding, accessible resources and reasonable adjustments without reducing 

entitlement. 

• Any exemption or material curriculum modification for a student of determination requires case-by-case KHDA 

approval supported by current specialist evidence. 

• Maintain the student’s approved plan, parental communication, review records and evidence of impact. 

12. Monitoring and Quality Assurance 

• Conduct termly timetable and minutes audits. 

• Review curriculum coverage, planning, lesson quality, assessment reliability, student outcomes and work 

scrutiny. 

• Gather student and parent feedback and act on identified barriers. 

 

13. Roles and Responsibilities 

Head of MOE Subject - Curriculum mapping, pedagogy, moderation, curriculum implementation, timetable validation, teaching 

quality, assessment, data analysis, professional development and appropriate adjustments, specialist intervention. 

Principal/CEO - Overall compliance, resourcing, staffing, approval and annual assurance. 
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