
                                                                 

BICYCLE POLICY & GUIDANCE 2025-2026 

 

We encourage students to travel to school by bicycle wherever possible. Our school cycling policy explains 
how we will be encouraging cycling to school. We will discuss the policy with the students and re-visit it 
periodically to ensure its relevance.  
Students travelling to and from school, as well as those at school need to feel and be safe.  
Any person under the age of 12 years is not allowed to ride a bicycle on the road or on a bicycle track except 
when accompanied by a person who is not less than 18 years old. 
Some of the benefits of cycling to school include: 
• Improving both mental and physical health through physical activity. 
• Establishing positive active travel behaviour. 
• Promoting independence and improving safety awareness. 
• Reducing congestion, noise and pollution in the community. 
• Reducing environmental impact of the journey to school. 
 
Expectations: 

 Children must correctly wear a bicycle helmet at all times when in control of a bicycle. 
 All RTA road rules concerning bicycles are to be followed. This includes the pedestrian’s right of way 

on footpaths. The bell should be used as a warning when approaching pedestrians. 
https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/about-rta/cycling-track  

 Bicycles ridden to school must be in good, safe working order and bicycles must be fitted with a bell. 
 Entry and exit points to The Winchester School for bicycles are via the main front gate entrance. 
 Everyone must dismount before entering the school grounds and walk their bicycles whilst in front of 

the school gate. 
 Bicycles are to be stored in the bicycle parking area next to the handicap parking. Bicycles may be 

locked with a chain and padlocked (supplied by the bicycle owner). Bicycles and helmets are brought 
and stored on site at the owner’s risk. 

 The Winchester School provides bicycle safety education for all students through our school’s road 
safety education program. 

 Parents will support our road safety education program by instructing their children in the rules of road 
safety and maintaining their child’s bicycle as a matter of routine. (See attached Bicycle and Helmet 
Safety Checklist and “The Rules and Safety Advice for Bicycles’’). 

 Students who do not adhere to The Winchester School Bicycle Policy will be managed in accordance 
with our Student Code of Conduct. Consequences may include students not being allowed to bring 
their bike onto the school grounds for a period of time. 

 

   

GEMS Education   Linkedin.com/company/gems-
education 

PO Box 8607, Dubai, United Arab Emirates   @gemseducation 

T +971 (0)4 3477770 | F +971 (0)4 340 3390   gemseducation.com 

 

 

Implemented: 
Next Review: 

November 2016 
June 2026 

https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/about-rta/cycling-track


 

 

 

The School management has the right of discretion to make provision for departure from the policy or the 
application of the policy in the event of unforeseen and exceptional circumstances.                                 

Skateboards, rollerblades, E-scooters and other scooters are not permitted at The Winchester 
School, Jebel Ali. 

As a school, our students’ health and safety remains our number one concern, so we urge all parents to 
familiarise themselves with the rules and ensure their children are compliant and, most importantly, safe. In 
line with the RTA’s guidelines, no e-scooters will be allowed onto the school campus. 

https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/about-rta/escooter 

As ever, your support and cooperation are greatly appreciated. 

Bicycle and Helmet Safety Checklist 

Feature                                                              What are You Checking For      
Tyres • Firm tyres 

• Tread not worn and no canvas showing  
• No bulges or cuts 

Bell/ Horn • Sounds clearly and loudly 
Pedals • Rotate freely when spun  

• Rubber not showing signs of wear  
Lights and 
Reflectors 

• Secure, clean and shine brightly 
 

Brakes • Blocks not worn down when brakes are applied 
• Bike wheel does not rotate when brakes are applied  

Chain / Gears • Does not move more than 2.5 cm when lifted  
is well oiled  

Helmet • Helmet shell and lining are not damaged  
• Helmet straps, buckles are not damaged 
• Helmet sits on top of the head (two fingers width 

between eyebrows and helmet edge) and can be firmly 
buckled under the chin  

Size of Bike  • Correct size for rider (see information below) 

 

What is the right size of bicycle?  

The right size of bicycle:  

• Has controls within reach  
• Is comfortable for the rider  
• Has a level seat  
• The rider’s feet should just touch the ground when the rider is sitting on the seat  
• Handlebars should allow for the arms to be slightly bent as the body leans forward  
• The bicycle is the right size if the rider can straddle the crossbar with both feet flat on the ground, otherwise 
the bicycle is too big and therefore, unsafe. There should be about 3 cm between the bicycle and the rider’s 
crutch for a medium or lightweight bicycle. For a BMX or mountain bike there should be a 10cm gap. If there 
is no crossbar, make the test from where the crossbar would be. 

https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/about-rta/escooter


 

                                         Child and Guardian Bicycle User’s Permission Note 

For the students 

 I have read and understood The Winchester School Bicycle Policy and the information provided 
therein. 

 My parent/carer has read the bicycle information provided to me. 
 Any person under the age of 12 years is not allowed to ride a bicycle on the road or on a bicycle 

track except when accompanied by a person who is not less than 18 years old. 
 I understand that it is a joint responsibility between my parents and I to keep the bicycle well 

maintained with all component parts working correctly. 
 I will wear my helmet correctly when riding a bicycle to and from school. Failure to wear helmet will 

not allow me to park in the school premises and I will not be allowed to ride the bicycle to school. 
 I will walk my bicycle to and from the school gate at all times whilst on the school grounds. 
 I understand that I bring my bicycle to school at my own risk. 
 I will not lend my bicycle to another student when travelling to and from school. 
 I will not carry any passengers on my bicycle. 
 Not following the school bicycle policy will lead to sanctions as per Behaviour Policy and/or 

suspension of riding the bicycle to school. 

Name of the student __________________________________________________Year _______________ 

Signature _________________________________________________________Date_______________ 

 

For the parent/carer: 

 I give permission for ________________________________ (student’s name) to ride his /her bicycle 
to and from school in 2025-26. 

 I have read and understood the Bicycle Policy and the information provided therein. 
 I have read and explained the information provided to my child. 
 I understand that it is my responsibility to check my child’s bicycle for roadworthiness and keep the 

bike well maintained with all component parts working correctly. 
 My child will correctly wear a helmet when riding a bicycle to and from school.  
 I understand that bicycles are brought to school at the owner’s and user’s risk. 
 I have understood that sanction will be implied as per school policy in case of non-compliance. 

 

Signed __________________________________________________________ 

 

Relationship to student: _____________________ Date: __________________ 


