The Vinchester School

Welcome to the
Foundation Stage Parent Orientation

Friday, 22"9 August 2025
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To apprise parents of the key iInformation, school’'s rules,
regulations & policies, curriculum expectations, curriculum
delivery, inclusion, assessment, enrichment, well-being and various
other aspects of school life

To encourage parents to collaborate with school to maximise their
child’'s potential and enhance his/her overall development and
achievements.
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
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Meenakshi Dahiya Harpreet Kaur Gaber Sayah Jaya Paliwal Preeti Manoj
Principal & CEOQ Vice Principal Head of Arabic & Islamic Education Head of Primary Head of Secondary

Kathryn Darashah Neijin Pathrose Anna Francis Debbiejo Miranda Deepika Dayal MNisar Mohamed
Head of Inclusion Head of PE (Primary), Head of Innovation & Head of Well-Being Deputy Head of Primary Deputy Head of Secondary
Health and Safety Advisor Curriculum Enrichment
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EXTENDED LEADERSHIP TEAM

Ms Desiree Scott

Head of Foundation
Stage

DESIREE.S WIN@gems

Ms. Sujaya Sen

Head of Examination

sujaya.s_win(@gemsedu.

edu.com

co1m

Ms Shalini Rajan

Future Skills and

Experiential Learning
Adwisor for Whole School

Ms Shirin farzana

Educational Technology
Adwisor for Whole School

SHIRIN.F_WIN@gemsed
u.com
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FOUNDATION STAGE TEAM

Ms. Desiree Scott
Head of Foundation Stage

Ms. Sonia Sehgal Ms. Rébecca Morton
Head of Year — FS1 Asst. Head of Year — ES1 Ms. Dascel Fernandes Ms. Vidhi Rajpal GEMS

Head of Year — FS2 Asst. Head of Year — Fs2 EDUCATION




BE A GEM Expectations

We are delighted to launch the Be a GEM programme this year—a consistent
approach to positive behaviour that nurtures relationships, builds a culture
of excellence, and ensures every student can thrive.

Purpose of the Initiative
Establish a safe, respectful, and inspiring school environment.

Maintain clear, consistent expectations and routines across all areas of
school life.

Recognise and celebrate positive contributions frequently and fairly.

7?""% EDUCATION



BE A GEM Expectations

BE KIND
Ensure everyone

is able to learn in a
calm and happy

BE PRESENT BE READY
Attend school TO LEARN YOU CAN B
overy [:’3"* e Follow every routine. Live by our GEMS
fie, .?[T CD[{;ECt Arrive to lessons values in lessons
MR on time and around the school
equipment school A
ga( =8 A1 m
S . BE AN
BE FOCUSED BE BRAVE AMBASSADOR
Complete homework Speak up if you |oin in the school's
and on time. Take need support. clubs, leadership
Tell us about programmes and play
bullying: we will your part in our
school community

pride in your work
help you
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Behaviour Routines

Routines build rhythm, and rhythm drives excellence

74

[ When a GEM, Be a ] [Another day to sparkle]

GEM Arriving at school
Travelling to and from school

Q) i @ﬁ

[ Quickly and quietly ] [ Ready to learn ] [ Leave as you enter! ]

Moving around the school During lessons Leaving the classroom

2

Kind and courteous Tomorrow, we sparkle Pause, Reflect and
Break and Lunchtime again Reset

Ending the day positively Entry to reflection ] GEMS
EDUCATION




Accentuate the Positive

GEMS VALUES  POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS ACh;i‘;’j;‘;‘*”’
Showing creativity and innovafion to deepen your understanding in a focus area 2 points
Working hard and going the exira mile consistently 2 points

s+ Positive behaviours linked  e:ze.

: - ALWAYS Learning beyond the subject through podcasts, books, online courses or masterclasses 2 points

to GEMS core values ‘oW [EARNING

Engaging in co-curriculum activities and mastering a skill through self-discipline 2 points
Learning from mistakes and taking on board constructive feedback 2 points
,:, AChleVGmerlt pOIHtS Ilnked Learning from, with, and about each other very well 2 points
. ta. Using everyone's ideas fo achieve a good solution (problem solving) 2 points
to eaCh behaVIour Working well with others to achieve team goals 2 points
Sharing responsibilities and fasks to achieve the best for everyone 2 points
’ . . e * .

°o G EMS core Values are Taking responsibility when things go wrong 2 points
Having the grit to never give up 2 points

used to accentuate the
.. . . Listening attentively and participating enthusiastically in lesson 2 points
pOSItIVG When COrreCtlng e@- EXCELLENCE Trying hard to produce work of exceptional quality in lessons and during tests 2 points

- + o
UnaCCeptable behaVIOUI’ N Being a self-starter and thinking outside the box 2 points
Attending enrichment or additional catch-up sessions to help you reach your full potential 2 points
Speaking politely with excellent manners 2 points
. Offering help to others through acts of kindness or community service 2 points
L) +

R@R@ CARE Reporting bullying and speaking up when someone needs help 2 points
’ Listening actively and respecting other opinions and differences 2 points
Showing gratitude and appreciation for the little things that we often take for granted 2 points




Finding the Genius & Shining Light on Our GEMS

Immediate,
specific, focused
on personal gains

Achievement
points

Positive postcards
awarded in multiples of
50 Achievement points

( )
1 Praise

\_ J

( A
2 Daily
Rewards

\ J

( )
3 Weekly
Rewards

\_ J

6 Annual
Rewards
4 A
5 Half-
termly
. Rewards |
4 Monthly
Rewards

GEMS of Honour Awards
(t-shirt/ tie/ scarf or pin
badge)

Certificates for students with the
highest Achievement points on
each of the GEMS values

Leadership Gemstone
Certificates
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Finding the Genius & Shining Light on Our GEMS

ou HAVE ACHIEVED *‘

450

: REWARD POINTS

¢ B B
mEmo oM [+ T,

¢ » B %

ENELENGE  CAFE

ey et -
GEMS EXCELLENCE

GEMS EXCELLENCE GEMS EXCELLENCE

Certificate Certificate Certificate
This Certificate is proudly presented to

| This Certificate is proudly presented 1o

In recognition of your culstanding embodiment of the i socsiaiion Shveir p o I
GEMS value of Care.

i =i ; e ST emarnbr Dato Gems
P — . ™ EDUCATION




Eliminate the Negative

DISI‘U pt|Ve 1. Whisper correction 2. Disruptive Points 3. Disruptive Points

. to help students get back on | for a second correction within | for a third correction resulting
B eh aviours track quickly alesson resulting in a phone | in an immediate referral to
call home Reflection
-2 points -4 points

Red Line
Behaviours ST

Red Line Points

EDUCATION




GEMS
SAFEGUARDING
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Guardians of Safety: An introduction to safequcrding
in today’s world

The Winchester
School

AY 2025-2026



Objectives

» Understand how GEMS schools keep children safe and the
responsibility of parents and carers;

e Develop an understanding of safeguarding and child protection, and
why they are important;

e Be introduced to The Winchester School Safeguarding Team and the
GEMS Safeguarding Policy;

* Acknowledge some of the challenges parents or carers may face in
today's world.

Session Agreement: To respect individual experiences and take 5 minutes if there is anything being discussed

which you find upsetting or triggering.

W~

O, GEMS
@) SAFEGUARDING GEMS
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Understanding Safeguarding and Child Protection

Safeqguarding refers to the proactive policies and procedures in place
for the benefit of all children enrolled in GEMS schools and services
(the umbrella).

Child Protection is one aspect of safeguarding
specific to children who are at risk of harm or
suffering from harm (one section of the big
umbrella).

W~

. GEMS
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School Safeguarding Team

ETETE TR —
ﬂ Ehe Whnchestes Schosl
e 18

&7 SAFEGUARDING TEAM 2025-2026 ...

v (b J&

Principal and CEC Vice Principal. Head of PE (Primary). Health & Safety Advisar,
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead {DDSL)
& Allezation Manzger & Deputy Allegation Manager

DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING I.EAIIS (DDSL)

GABER SAYAH DEBBIEIO MIRANDA AIILA Fl.llllléls .

Hesd of Secondary Hesd of Arabic and lzlamic Education Head of Wellbeing Head of Inmovation, Curriculum
and Enrichment

i . -
HBIIHHII NISAR KATHRYN DARASHAH SHIRIN FARZANA DESIREE SGOTT

Eeputy Head of Primary Dleputy Head of Secondary Hezad of Inclusion Educational Technaoloey Advisar & Head of Foundation Stage

Head of ICT (Whole School}

Y SAFEGUARDING
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Federal Law No.3 of 2016

Safeguarding in the UAE Wadeema’s Law

* Alaw to protect children from abuse and neglect, and support their right to
safety, health care and education

* Anyone in contact with a child — can be held accountable for causing harm and
Is legally obliged to report cases of suspected abuse

» If a child’s life is in danger the Government has the authority to remove the
child to ‘safety’

* Anyone who breaks the law faces a fine of up to Dh50,000, and up to 10 years
In prison for physical/sexual abuse or criminal negligence of children

Federal Law No. 3 of 2016 Article 35:

Issued on 08/03/2016 _ . . s . . .
Correspondil:g to Zsjuma/da A{Awwal T, It shall be prohibited for the custodian to expose the child to rejection, homelessness or neglect, leaving him/her without

supervision or follow-up, refraining from his/her guidance, not handling his/her affairs, not enrolling him/her at an educational
institution or leaving him/her without education during the compulsory education stage without due reason.

ON CHILD RIGHTS (WADEEMA'S
LAW)

O, GEMS
@) SAFEGUARDING GEMS
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Safeguarding in the UAE

- wetgs 4 spanl ey ]

National Child Protection Policy in
Educational Institutions in United
Arab Emirates

In 2022, the Ministry of Education (UAE) issued a National Child
Protection Policy in Educational Institutions.

This policy is based on 4 main principles:

1. The child’s best interests

2. Moral, behavioral and professional values

3. Child protection

4. The principle of protecting the child’s privacy and discretionary
use of information

The Policy defines child abuse, categories of abuse and
mandates every school’s responsibility to refer concerns of
abuse (suspected or known) to the CDA Community
Development Agency and relevant Education Authority.

NS
V)

GEMS
SAFEGUARDING
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Safeguarding in GEMS

EDUCATION

Safeguarding is
everyone's responsibility

POLCSG001V4
01092024

The GEMS Safeguarding Policy is:

 Available on our school website

* Reviewed and updated annually by safeguarding specialists
« Compliant with UAE laws and legislation

* Representative of best practice for effective safeguarding in
an international context

 Detailed in covering our processes and procedures for
recognising concerns, responding, reporting and recording
concerns alongside outlining areas of responsibility and
professional development for staff

N GEIIIE
&) SAFEGUARDING
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Categories of Abuse

e Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise
causing physical harm to a child

Physical

e |t may also be caused when a parent or carer, fabricates symptoms of, or induces illness in a child

Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional ill-treatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent effects on the
child’s emotional development

™ YOUR WORDS HAVE POWER
USE THEM WISELY.

It may involve conveying to a child that s/he is worthless, unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as s/he meets the
needs of another person

Neglect involves the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs which is likely to result in the
serious impairment of the child’s health and development.

e Neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: provide adequate food, clothing and shelter; protect a child from physical and

emotional harm or danger; failing to ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care givers); or the failure to

ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment

Neglect

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities

e Sexual activities may include contact or non-contact activities and/or be linked to activities involving child sexual exploitation

Sexual/CSE

e Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) occurs when an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce,
manipulate or deceive a child into sexual activity

N GEMS
&) SAFEGUARDING




Safeguarding in the home

QUESTION - What do you do at home to keep children safe?

Trusted adults Safe transportation

Curfew
Awareness of child’s Appropriate supervision
whereabouts \ // Diet

Care § Some suggestions of H Routines

’ things you may do...
Education around personal safety

Sleep
Positive and trusting
relationships Control and supervision of
S device, app and internet
Effective, open and transpa®nt Home monitoring system F:JF;a o

NS
\V

GEMS
SAFEGUARDING
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Support Networks for Parents

The Winchester School has a dedicated Safeguarding Team and counselling support, do not hesitate to

contact us, should you have any questions or need support or guidance.

Sage Clinics

ﬁ’%e Lighthouse Arabia

https://sage-clinics.com/ https://lighthousearabia.com There are also some great
R Phone Parenting Coaches who
Lo atlc_)l-l . . 1971 (0143802088 are searchable online and
Saaha Building, Block A, Suite 519, e
Downtown Dubai. UAE ocations offer great support should
1 Al Wasl Branch DHCC Branch .
you be facing challenges
821 Al Wasl Rd Ibn Sina Buildin .
Email Us Al Safa 2 Block B, 27B ’ and require some
« ~ PO.Box 334273 Ground Floor, Unit 003 GddltIOHO/ support
H o Dubai, UAE Dubai Healthcare Cit :
appointments@sage-clinics.com ety
Opening Hours Dubai, UAE
@ (:rﬂll [ 'E‘; :;Eida:); fr(i;z,;;am—Spm Opening Hours
+971 4 575 5684 Fidoy §Sturdoy - Cosed

Sunday, 9am - 6pm

. GEMS
) | GEms
Q) SAFEGUARDING COUCAT IO


https://sage-clinics.com/
https://lighthousearabia.com/

UAE law on cyber security

According to UAE law, Sharing false or misleading
Information, harassing or threatening others online, and
sharing personal info, images, or videos without consent
are prohibited.

Violators could face heavy fines and deportation

Do not share peers' or teachers' info/images online
Avoid sharing sensitive or confidential information.

Refrain from online bullying or harassment.

W~

Y GEMS
&) SAFEGUARDING
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ONLINE Safety- Dark Web

For Early Years students, online safety around topics like the dark web must be handled with extreme care. At this age,
children are too young to be introduced to the concept of the dark web directly, as it involves illegal and harmful
activities. Instead, the focus should be on building safe online habits through age-appropriate lessons.

B Online Safety for Early Years

Stranger Danger Online

© Don't talk to strangers online — only your teacher, family, or friends you know.
[ Safe Sharing

v/|] First name, favourite colour

X Address, phone number, school name

Trusted Adults

If something feels scary or confusing online — tell a grown-up right away.
@ Screen Time

Devices are for fun and learning — remember to take breaks!

#® Good Technology Use

[y Watch stories, play safe games, and use apps with adult help.

I O, GEMS
("'\) SAFEGUARDING GEMS
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@ Online Safety — Do’s & Don'’ts

Do’s X Don’ts

R Always use the iPad/Computer «Q Don't talk to strangers online.
with a grown-up. g8 Don’t share your picture, name, or
@) Talk online only with people you school with anyone online.

know (like family or teacher). S Don't click on pop-ups or strange
e (1) Ask a grown-up before clicking on buttons.

new links, games, or videos. *¢Q Don't keep secrets about things
@ Tell a grown-up if something you see online — always tell a grown-
makes you feel sad, scared, or up.

confused. 88 Don't use the computer or iPad

« @ Take breaks — too much screen alone without permission.

time Is not healthy.

&/ GEMS

&) SAFEGUARDING



Safeguarding is
everyone'’s responsibility

Wlﬂ/ﬁfﬁW, wg
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WHAT IS THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION
STAGE?

The Early Years Foundation Stage (E.Y.F.S.) Is the
stage of education for children from birth to 5 years.

Foundation Stage-1 31to 4 years

Foundation Stage-2 4to 5years |

It is based on the recognition that children learn best ©~ *© |
through play and active learning.

EDUCATION




EYFS IS DELIVERED AROUND THESE 4 THEMES

Enabling
Environments

EDUCATION




SEVEN AREAS OF DEVELOPMENT

Within the theme of Learning and Development there are 7 areas.
All areas are connected to one another and are equally |mportant.
All areas of learning are reflected both indoors and outdoors. [k

Prime

1. Communication and Language Development
2. Physical Development

3. Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Specific

4. Literacy

5. Mathematics

6. Expressive Arts and Design

7. Understanding the World

EDUCATION




THE 3 PRIME AREAS

i Personal, Social and
Communication and Physical >Ondal,
Language Development Emotional Development
1. Listening and attention  ;  Moving and 1. Making relationships
2. Understanding handling 2. Sense of self
3. Speaking 2. Health and self-care 3. Understanding emotions

EDUCATION



THE 3 PRIME AREAS

Communlcatlon and Ianguage Physmal Development

EDUCATION




THE 4 SPECIFIC AREAS

Literac Mathematics Understanding Expressive Arts
/ the World and Design
1. Reading 1 Numbers 1.People and Communities 1. Being Imaginative
2. Writing 2. Spatial and Expressive
—. 2. The World
Awareness 2. Creating with
s 3. Technology |
3. =hapes Materials

4. Patterns

EDUCATION




THE SPECIFIC AREAS

Mathematics

<o L7 A
e : TR |
pan pl'.lt I tin. |
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THE SPECIFIC AREAS
Understanding the orld Expressive Arts and Design

< 1 L '
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Mandatory National Subjects — FS2

Mandatory National Subjects FS2

Arabic for all students 200 mins per week

Islamic Education for all Muslim 90 mins per week

students

UAE SST Will be delivered through a play-based

Instructional approach, both inside and
outside the classroom.

EDUCATION




ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING

« Teachers build up their assessments throughout the year on a cumulative

basis, from on- going learning and teaching.

« They make regular assessments, observations and recordings of children’s
learning, and we use this information to ensure that future planning reflects
identified needs.

 Look, listen and note

« Observations of children help them to assess the progress which children are
making and to decide where children are in their learning and development
and to plan what to do.

o At the end of every term we report if your child is ‘Emerging, Emerging Plus
or working at the ‘Expected, Expected Plus Level.

 Atthe end of FS 2, we report on the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELG) as
Emerging, Emerging Plus, Expected and Expected Plus. All students are

‘* expected to be in the range of Expected and Expected Plus. GEMS
WA LY EDUCATION



A TYPICAL DAY IN FOUNDATION STAGE 1

07:30 am to 07-50 am Choose activities for r_eglst_ratlon_ time.
Attendance and Morning circle time.

A look at the visual timetable to be prepared for the day. Rhyme
Time, Show & Tell, Reading time.

08:20 am to 09:00 am Teacher-led/ Student-initiated activities.
Indoor Activities (Music and Movement, Role play, Construction

07:50 am to 08:20 am

09:00 am to 09:30 am

area)
09:30 am to 10:00 am Snack Time/ reading time.
10:00 am to 10:30 am Teacher led/ student initiated activities.

10:30 am to 11:00 am Outdoor Activities. (Play area, Soft Canopy area, Bike area)
11:00 am to 11:30 am Child initiated activities and Circle time.

11:30 am to 12:00 pm Tidy up time, Story time and home time.

11:45 am Students using bus transport depart

%2:(30 pm Students using own transport depart



A TYPICAL DAY IN FOUNDATION STAGE 2

__

7:30 am to 8:00 am
8:00 am to 8:30 am

8:30 am to 9:00 am
9:00 am t0 9:30 am

9:30 am to 10:30 am
10:00 am to 10:30 am

10:30 am to 11:00 am
11:00am to 11:30 am

11.30 am to 12:00 pm

11:45 am
12:00 pm

Registration Time/Arabic

Look at the visual timetable for the day.
Activities - ORT Reading/Mental Maths/ Dress up Day/Rhyme time.

Jolly Phonics
Snack Time / Reading Time.

Indoor Activities. (Investigation, Literacy, Numeracy, Role Play, Art)

Teacher led / Student initiated activities.

Outdoor Activities. (Maths and Movement/ Music and Movement/ Garden
Area/ Bike Area/ Play Area)

Child initiated activities.

Circle time - Plenary — looking for learning.

Story time / Tidy up and home time.

Students using bus transport depart
Students using own transport depart

EDUCATION



N

READING IN FOUNDATION STAGE 1 .‘.;Fi

« \We encourage children to picture read the books.

e In a typical day at school, we follow ‘Read 5 a day'
book policy.

 We have a reading area where children can choose
a book of their interest and read with their friends.

« We also take children outdoors to read such as in
our school garden area and on reading field trips.

« We also invite parent volunteers, reading buddies,
older siblings and grandparents to read and listen to
the children.

 We also introduce different letter sounds and by end
of FS1, most children start reading two and three
letter words and are confident to blend different

2. SOUNS.

?ﬁf-fs EDUCATION




* In FS2, We follow the Oxford Reading Tree Scheme.
« The ORT books are sent home every week along
 with the record book.

 These books are levelled starting with picture reading and
then to simple words and sentences.

 Individual reading happens once a week and class
reading happens every day. Your child will be given the
opportunity to “read” their book in school and when they
have read to us we will write a comment in their record
book. It Is important that you sign their book and write a
comment when they have read to you.

* We also invite parent |
volunteers, reading buddies, sixth form students, and
older siblings to read and listen to the children.

EDUCATION



SCHOOL TIMINGS
Monday to Thursday Start and End of day Schedule:

New Timings

FS1 and FS2 7:30am. -12:00 pm.

Friday Start and End of day Schedule:

New Timings

FS1and FS 2 7:30am. -11:30 am.

GEMS

WA LY EDUCATION



MORNING DROP OFF & END OF DAY PICK UP TIMINGS

Morning Drop Off — Own Transport Students:

Monday to Friday
* Foundation Stage 1-to Year 13: Between 7:05 am and 7:25

am
» School gates will close at 7:25 am.

End of Day Pick Up — Own Transport Students
Monday to Thursday:
 Foundation Stage -1 and Foundation Stage -2: 12:00 pm -
12:20 pm
Friday:
 Foundation Stage -1to Year 13: 11:40 am -12:00 pm

GEMS

WA LY EDUCATION



END OF DAY COLLECTION TIMINGS AND CLASSROOMS

Collection | Pick up timings for Parents | Pick up timings for Parents
Year Group _
Rooms Monday to Thursday Friday

FS1-A/B/C FS1B 12:00 pmto 12:20pm 11:40amto 12:00pm

FS1-D/E FS1D 12:00 pmto 12:20pm 11:40amto 12:00pm
FS1-F/G/H FS1C 12:00 pmto 12:20pm 11:40amto 12:00pm

FS2 -A/F FS2A 12:00 pmto 12:20pm 11:40amto 12:00pm
FS2 -B/J/H FS2B 12:00 pmto 12:20pm 11:40amto 12:00pm
FS2 -C/G/I FS2C 12:00 pmto 12:20pm 11:40amto 12:00pm

FS2 D/E FS2D 12:00 pmto 12:20pm 11:40amto 12:00pm

f GEMS
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BREAK TIME

Please encourage your child to
» open the tiffin box and water bottle comfortably and
Independently. -
» pack away the tiffin box properly.
Please send healthy finger food to school.
Please send sufficient water with your child for
nim/her to last the school day. N
Please avoid sending nuts and eggs to school as students are
allergic to them.
Please refrain to send any eatables for birthday celebration.

GEMS
2

f-ﬁ EDUCATION



BOOKS & STATIONERY

e Bags, water bottles, lunch box, books and stationery must be clearly
labelled with your child’'s name, class and section.

@ T 5
-. he Winchester School

Learning Journey Profile

eomee_ CLBIRE EDSE TACDE sentoran stoge FEI A
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LABEL BAGS, LUNCH BOX, STATIONERY BOX & WATER BOTTLE

|| IKE 10 DRIVE 1Y TRUCK

'
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SAY NO TO TROLLEY BAGS!

» Although bags on wheels look user friendly, they can be a tripping
hazard in the hallways or while walking up or down a staircase. So
request you to support the NO TROLLEY BAG Policy of the
school.

Say YES to
BACKPACK!

Say NO to
TROLLEY bags!

3
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HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES

 ‘Stay at home if Unwell’ policy to be followed by everyone
to maintain health and safety standards

e Please encourage students to maintain good hand hygiene
by frequently and properly washing hands or using hand
sanitizers.

 All students must come to school wearing their lanyards.

* Please note that parents are required to wear their
vellow lanyard with parent ID card issued from school
to access the school premises, to pick up and drop off
their children and attend events.

‘*3?? GEMS
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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY

Regular attendance is essential for academic success. We expect students to maintain at least 96%
attendance, in line with DSIB’s benchmark for outstanding schools (98%).
Student Arrival and Attendance Procedures

. The school expects all students to arrive by 7:25 a.m. and be present in their respective classrooms or
form rooms (or logged in online, if applicable) by 7:30 a.m. The school gate closes at 7:25 a.m.

« Students who enter the form class after 7:30 a.m. are marked late, and a late SMS is sent to the
parents.

. Registration takes place between 7:30 a.m. and 7:50 a.m.

. Attendance is updated in real-time as parents call or email the school with information regarding
student illness or other valid reasons for absence.

Leave of Absence Procedure
. All leave of absence requests must be submitted through the Phoenix Portal.

. Itisimportant that parents upload relevant supporting documents, such as medical certificates or other
official documents, to validate the reason for the absence.

f the supporting documents provided are insufficient or not substantial, the leave will be marked aems
t-Junapproved.
by
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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY

« Any child arriving after 7:45 a.m. is required to log in at the security, and has to
report to main reception. The child will be escorted to the reception to mark the late
attendance to school. An email will be sent to the parent.

 Each time a child arrives later than 7:30 am, parent/child is spoken to. Upon two
late arrival record, form tutor calls and writes an email to the parent. If regular
lateness impacts on learning, then a meeting must be called. All late arrival records
(phone call/email/face to face meeting) need to be shared with parent in the
meeting. A record of the meeting will be maintained. Warning letter will be issued
with repeated lateness and tardiness as per our attendance policy. (Please refer to
the policy).

 If a parent is unable (without good reason) to ensure the timely and/or regular

attendance of their child to the extent that the child’s learning is affected then

& he school will issue a warning letter and reconsider the continuit&&i‘“ghe
%ﬁghild In the subsequent year after approval from KHDA. EDUCATION



COMMUNICATION

* We value our connect and communication with our parents and all
stake holders.

* For any meeting with the teacher, parents need to write an email and
take prior appointment.

e Parents or visitors are not allowed to meet their children or the
teachers during class hours. Prior appointment is required to meet
the teacher.

e |If there Is any urgent message, we request you to call the school
reception and leave a message. The teacher will call you back
during her non-contact time.

« Emails -Teachers will get back to you within 24 hours. Teachers will
be unable to reply to any emails during contact time( 7:00 am

ﬁlZ:OOpm). CEMS
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UNIFORM
s Uniform

It Is the same for boys and girls- Cream colour t-shirt
and navy-blue shorts/track pants.

* Prescribed school navy blue jackets and pullovers from
the uniform shop are only permitted.

* Navy blue/black socks till ankle length must be worn.
» Black Velcro shoes are only permitted.

e Students must wear PE Uniform only on the days when
they have outdoor activities.

o Accessories: Jewellery should not be worn with
exception of a pair of small ear studs for girls.

*ﬁ? GEMS
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UNISEX POLO

BLUE / NAVY

e Students are expected to wear lanyard at all times.

NAVY PE




UNIFORM

PE Uniform
* PE uniform is same for girls and boys from FS1 to Year 13.

* PE navy blue track pants/trousers must be till ankle length.

* Navy blue school PE shorts of knee length may be worn only when they have outdoor
activities. Shorts of any other color are not permitted.

* PE shirts will be worn by students according to their assigned house. Please note the colour
key for the house shirts: Red for Fire House, Blue for Water House, Yellow for Wind House,

and Green for Earth House.

« Only white /black walking or running shoes suitable for PE are permitted. Neon or flashy
shades, as well as shoes with spikes or studs, are not allowed.

NOTE: Students are required to come to school in school uniform.

In case, uniform of their size is not available at Threads - the uniform store, they need to
wear the shirt/trousers/skirt as applicable, closest to the colour of our school uniform.

Please visit Threads warehouse in Time Square to purchase any Winchester Uniform.
Contact Details: THREADS HOLDINGS LTD FZT
Time Square Centre Outlet Telephone: +97143964837

GEMS
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SELF CARE SKILLS

Many everyday tasks need to be practiced, such as:

e Can wash hands independently.
e |s fully toilet trained.

e Can dress after using the washroom, including fastening
and unfastening buttons and zippers.

e Can wear slip on shoes independently.

e Can eat lunch or a snack without assistance, such as
putting a straw in a juice box and opening a lunch box.

EDUCATION




WELL BEING

Physical, social, and emotional well-being activities will continue to
be Integrated into every aspect of school life to develop resilience,
optimism, self-confidence and a sense of belonging in our students
through:

e Positive learning environment and time to reconnect with peers and
teachers

e One to one or family counselling sessions & intervention and support
o Growth mindset culture and positive leadership opportunities for students.

e Student-led wellbeing Initiatives that focus on physical, social, emotional
and academic wellbeing.

* Regular assemblies on healthy lifestyle by school doctor
« Unity and team spirit seme
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PHOENIX CLASSROOM

The step by step manual to access PHOENIX are provided

in the

links below:

Manuals

A=

nks

Manual for

Manua
Classroom)

Parents (Phoenix Classroom)
for  Students  (Phoenix

PD

-

M anual For Parents WIN_2025-2026.pdf

=
=
=1

M anual For Students WIN 2025-2026.pd
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INTIMATE CARE AND TOILETING PROCEDURE

We need parents permission to change your child in case his/her solls their
underwear.
« Parents ensure that their child is toilet-trained before school admission.
* Under no circumstances should a child attend school wearing diapers or nappies,
or padded underwear.
e Parents to share specific concerns with staff about their child’s toileting needs.
« Parents must inform the school if a child is not fully toilet trained before starting
school
o Parents will provide at least two full sets of spare clothes (underwear, socks,
trousers,
t-shirt) so that clothing can be changed after any wetting occasions.

GEMS
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INTIMATE CARE AND TOILETING PROCEDURE

Should the child receive medication for any toileting issues, parents must
report to the class teacher about this and ensure all relevant information Is
shared with the clinic team before the child starts or returns to school.

Parents agree that after two wetting occasions per day their child will need to
be collected from school immediately for the health and hygiene of the child

Parents agree that after ANY soiling occasion their child will need to be
collected from school immediately for the health and hygiene of the child .

Parents agree that if their child continues to wet or soil themselves they will be
required to remain at home to continue toilet training. This leave will be
authorised for up to 5 school days.
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WEEKLY UPDATES & FAMILY LEARNING NEWSLETTER

Weekly updates

D

&3

Term 2 / / Week 12 / / 23.6.25 to 26.6.25

&

F51 Blog

Wisit F51 Elog to chedk the actvities taking place.
ttpeilittleeaplorersoffsl weebly.com2024-2025

0242025

[ oo |

1. CIRCULAR: WM Times June 2025

2. CIRCULAR: A mestage of ;upport and unity

3. CIRCULAR: Public holiday announcement for
Rslarmyic: {Hijri} Mesar Year

[ June Updstes ]

Thank you to our panent commrmiity for She
wonderful sosdemnic year 2004-25_ Ve wish
wou & happy and restful Summer Eresk.

Enjoy your time with family and lowved ones.

For cutdoor aress, F5 shudents will weear PE
uniform. Pleass do purchase PE uniform
according o your child's houss color for the
nexdt acedemic yeer.

- We have deweloped this Brpgrampe for
«children to engage and enrich their leaming
ower the summer vecation. Studends will
sulbmit their summer pragrapme bo their F52
form fubor/cless teacher when the school
rECpEns.

Cerlifiostes  Kindly download all  the
certificates as well as Digital Learning Journey
Profile [LUIP) of your child from the student
wault.

Reopening of schook The school will re-
open for new studenis on Mondey, 25th
August 2025 end for all existing students from
Tuwesdey, 26th August 2025,

Ehymes & Stories

Spot stories by Eric il
ipot poes to a Farm
Spot's babey Sister
Spot poes to the Beach
Spot poes to the Fark

[Transition to F52Ja ol eecingest 2 0
went fo FE2 dece for beo deys and had a
fieed of the leamning in FS2. They infemcied
with the teacher, sang rivymes and danced
with e best. “Cuoes How mouch 1 love You™
sdory wes inbrodoced ac they dew e
iy port from B ond labelled dheir
drewvings ac well ox made coplions. Shudenis
alen crented paiierns wsdng shapes, subliized
ey, rumnniber el s sdd o

[EEEET This week we lidened to Spol
dories. Before mending the book, chillden
were ashed questions about fhe book oedh s
Hhe mthor's neme, and who s e e
shory, by locking af the cover can they sy
what the sory ik all sboul They dew
dharachers from dhe dory and spole abowd

group, bo realize Sl winen ey oound Hhemn
fogrther, the bobal Sl remains e cowne

[ Jollv Phaonics ]

This wesek children revised all the phonic letter
related o each sound whils doing the achions
We fooused om  hearing sounds at the
beginning, middle and ending in the words
We ako challenged children o write CWC
wwords, write their names and make= a rhyming
list. Children attempted to read OV weords
through sound button cands whils pointing to
each sound and blending them. We played
sound talk game to practice blending and
ssgmenting for CWC words. Aspect 7 Oral
blending and segmanting

a9, |

Family Learning Newsletter

The Winchester School, Jebel Ali
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5EOC

Area of learning

Focus

Home activitiey‘Haw can you help your child at home

Useful website

Prime Area
Communication
and Language

Listening and attention

Listens with interest to the noises adults

make when they read stories,

Understanding

Identifies action words by following simple

instructions g,g Show me jumping.

Developing understanding of
concepts g.g fast/slow, good/bad.

Speaking
Uses language to share

experiences and thoughts,

simple

feelings,

Encourage your child to listen to stories, To captivate and
gain your child’s attention during story time, make animal
sounds, use some friendly puppets and toys from the toy
box.

Share new words in the context of play and activities and
explain their meaning. Talk using flashcards or picture books
to let them understand the meaning of different actions.
Share stories with your child and ask guestions. For e.g.:
Show who is at the door? What is the girl doing? Show me
who is dancing? Point who is running in the story?

Encourage your child to use lots of language during
interaction and discussion. Turn everyday situations into
opportunities for discussion and description. Reward each
time your child attempts a new word by giving them
attention and affection. Talk and describe the objects,
mavements and qualities around them. Play opposites! play
word games where you guess the antonym (for example
gofcome, dofundo, quietly/loudly). Always introduce
antenyms (opposites) in their pairs (for example hot/cold,
big/small, nice/mean, in front/behind).

Encourage your child to initiate the conversation and talk
about what they are doing, what they are playing with and
everyday activities to develop good communication skills.

EYFS-Listening skills

Action verbs for kids

v

Game/match-opposites

Guess the Feeling

GEMS
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IMPORTANT FORMS

Declaration Form Medical and Allergy Form

Declaration Form Medical and Allergy Action Plan

Instruction: Kindly fill all the details. Please write NA if not applicable.

Enter your answer

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

4. Medical Condition (If any)

4, Parent Name *

It is mandatory for all parents and students to read the policies and

agreements and fill the forms by 315 August 2025. GEMS
EDUCATION




FOUNDATION STAGE 1 STAGGERED START DATES

B Roll numbers1to 8

* Mon 25/8/25 Thur 28/8/25 Fri 29/8/25
* Mon 1/9/25 Thur 4/9/25 Fri 5/9/25

* Mon 8/9/25 Thur 11/9/25 Fri 12/9/25
* Mon 15/9/25 Thur 18/9/25 Fri 19/9/25

mmad RoOll numbers 9 to 16

e Tue 26/8/25 Thur 28/8/25 Fri 29/8/25
e Tue 2/9/25 Thur 4/9/25 Fri 5/9/25
e Tue 9/9/25 Thur 11/9/25 Fri 12/9/25
e Tue 16/9/25 Thur 18/9/25 Fri 19/9/25
==  Roll numbers 17 to 25
e Wed 27/8/25 Thur 28/8/25 Fri 29/8/25
e Wed 3/9/25 Thur 4/9/25 Fri 5/9/25
e Wed 10/9/25 Thur 11/9/25 Fri 12/9/25
e Wed 17/9/25 Thur 18/9/25 Fri 19/9/25 GE“IS

FROM 22 SEPTEMBER 2025 ONWARDS EVERYONE COMES EVERY DAY. FPUCATION




SUMMARY OF TERM DATES-2025-2026

Term 1 (August — December 2025)

New Staff Training Days

Thursday, 14 August to Friday, 15 August

All staff join

Monday, 18 August

MNew Student Induction

Monday, 25 August (All new students)

Start of term for All Students

Tuesday, 26 August

Half Term

Monday, 13 October until Friday, 17 October

(students & staff)

National Commemoration Day & UAE
MNational Day Holiday

Tuesday, 2 December to Wednesday, 3 December (inclusive)

Last day of term for Students

Friday, 5" December

Winter break

Monday, 8" December until Friday, 2 January

Term

2 (January — March 2026)

Start of Term

Monday, 5 January

Last day of term for students

Friday, 13" March

Spring break

Monday, 16" March to Friday, 27" March

Term 3 (April —June 2026)

Start of term

Monday, 30" March

Last day of term for students & Staff

Friday, 3 July

*All Islamic holidays are subject to confirmation from the Ministry of Education

EDUCATION



PARENT REPS AND PARENT VOLUNTEERS

The Role of the Parent Representative

The Parent Representatives play a key role
in strengthening the connectivity between
the school, the parents and the children.

They are the parent face and voice in school
activities and events, in support of the

children, the institution and the parent
body.

EDUCATION



FEEDBACK

Please provide your feedback on:
https://forms.office.com/r/Uz8cKyWEEKk

EDUCATION


https://forms.office.com/r/Uz8cKyWEEk

Thank you.

EDUCATION
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