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Objectives

• To introduce ‘Read Like a GEM (RLAG) initiative’ and promote a love for 
reading by sharing age-appropriate reading strategies.

• To demonstrate fun, play-based activities that support early phonics and 
reading at home.

• To build parent confidence in supporting early literacy through everyday 
routines and storytelling.



Purpose of Read Like a GEM
• Engage deeply with texts
• Build a wide and rich vocabulary
• Develop fluency and comprehension
• Become lifelong learners and passionate

readers.

What Teachers Will Do
• Create a reading-rich environment in 

every classroom.
• Guide vocabulary development
• Monitor progress and provide targeted 

support
• Encourage reading for both learning 

and enjoyment.



What to Expect at School?
Your child will experience a variety of reading-focused activities designed to inspire and
progress.
• Read Aloud: Teachers model expressive and fluent reading in every classroom.
• Vocabulary Building Activities: Explicit teaching of key vocabulary.
• Resources and Tips to help make reading at home enjoyable and effective.
• Parent Reading Ambassadors: To strengthen the home–school partnership, the

school is inviting parents to register as Parent Reading Ambassadors. Ambassadors
will be welcomed into classrooms to read aloud to students, modeling the key
elements of fluent reading—expression, accuracy, pace, and comprehension.

Each initiative has been designed to ensure that reading becomes a joyful habit 
shared between home and school.



Reading Tips
• Setting aside daily reading time: Listen to your child read and

read aloud together.
• Asking questions: Discuss stories and texts to build

comprehension and critical thinking.
• Encouraging participation: Motivate your child to read storybooks

every day.
• Modelling a love of reading: Share your own reading habits and

experiences.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read to your child stories at least once a day. Cut down on distractions and have story time in a quiet and comfortable place. Turn off the TV, mobile or tablet and focus on the book.
Modulate your voice, gestures, and facial expressions while reading. You can use silly voices to draw the children into the story. 
Talk about the cover, read the title, and point to the author before rushing into the text. Ask questions like “What do you think it will be about? What sort of book is this? 
Model how to hold the book, turn pages one by one and picture read. Point your finger from left to right while reading books in English.
Take time to look together at the illustrations in the story - can they say what is happening or find particular objects in the pictures?
Keep books handy for your child- in the car, in the garden or outdoor area. And at home, in the bath. There are books for every situation and they will help to develop their attention. Give them reading as an option to utilize time instead of screen time.




Read, Read and Read…But Why Read?
Your child is beginning to understand that stories have meaning and that 
the words on the page represent spoken language. Reading together 
helps them make sense of these words and begin to recognise letters.

Reading not only builds your child’s vocabulary but also supports the 
development of their language and reading skills as they grow.

Reading aloud is one of the most powerful ways to spark a love for 
books. When you support your child’s reading journey, you’re opening 
the door to a lifelong love of learning.

Reading in Early Years



Repeat stories - Children love to hear their favourite stories over and over again. Encourage
them to join in and have them read their favourite books back to you. Encourage them to use
plenty of expression.
Read everywhere you go - Look at signs, logos and words when you go out. Point out the
labels on packets and tins at the shops.
Create stories with children- asking them to predict what's going to happen next…..I wonder
what will happen….. and helping them to make up their own endings to familiar stories,
encourages them to think more critically and become more creative.

Picture reading – all the family members can take turns to describe
a picture in sentences using adjectives.

Story corner- Create a special reading corner for
your child at home. You can make story baskets to
generate interest and to let children role play their
favourite stories.



How Phonics is taught in Foundation Stage 1

Action Songs

Listening Walk

Reading stories
Rhyming objects

Listen to the music Enlivening stories



Introducing Phonics in FS1
As per the DfES document on Aspects – Letters and Sounds, there are seven aspects and three 
strands.
Phase One activities are arranged under the following seven aspects.
■ Aspect 1: General sound discrimination – environmental sounds
■ Aspect 2: General sound discrimination – instrumental sounds
■ Aspect 3: General sound discrimination – body percussion
■ Aspect 4: Rhythm and rhyme
■ Aspect 5: Alliteration
■ Aspect 6: Voice sounds
■ Aspect 7: Oral blending and segmenting

In Phase Two, children begin to learn the sounds that letters make (phonemes). There are
44 sounds in all. Some are made with two letters, but in Phase 2, children focus on learning the 25
most common single letter sounds.



Each aspect is divided into three strands:

■ Tuning into sounds (auditory discrimination)
■ Listening and remembering sounds (auditory memory and sequencing)
■ Talking about sounds (developing vocabulary and language 
comprehension).

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds


1. Listen attentively;
2. Enlarge their vocabulary;
3. Speak confidently to adults and other children;
4. Discriminate phonemes;
5. Reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear, in order, all through a word;
6. Use sound-talk to segment words into phonemes.

The ways in which practitioners and teachers interact and talk with children are 
critical to developing children’s speaking and listening skills. This needs to be 
kept in mind throughout all phase one activities.

Activities within the seven aspects are designed
to help children



Aspect 1- General Sound Discrimination-
Environmental Sounds

The aim of this aspect is to raise children’s awareness of the sounds around them and to develop
their listening skills. Activities suggested include going on a listening walk, drumming on different
items outside and comparing the sounds, playing a sounds lotto game.
Games- Mrs Browning Box, Listening ears, Sound lotto, Enlivening stories 
Materials required- Shells, a set of keys, a plastic bag, a squeaky toy, stones/coins, Elephant ears, 
sound lotto on clevertouch, Miss poly, Five little monkeys, Five little ducks, Old Macdonald.
https://www.facebook.com/Busy-Bees-Preschool-Salisbury-636464616374297/videos/mrs-
brownings-box/3345815335450082/

https://www.facebook.com/Busy-Bees-Preschool-Salisbury-636464616374297/videos/mrs-brownings-box/3345815335450082/


Aspect 2 - General Sound Discrimination-
Instrumental Sounds

This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds made by various instruments and noise
makers. Activities include comparing and matching sound makers, playing instruments alongside a story
and making loud and quiet sounds.
Games-
Matching Sounds- Soft and loud, red/green card, stop & go, Show & Tell, Guess the sound, 
Grandmother’s footsteps
Material required- two boxes of identical instruments, Red and green card, Musical instrument(Separate
from matching sound game), 3 musical instrument associated with different leg movement.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myT1yvmrAU4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myT1yvmrAU4


Aspect 3 - General Sound Discrimination-
Body Percussion

This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds and rhythms. Activities include singing 
songs and action rhymes, listening to music and developing a sound vocabulary.
Games- Follow the Sound, Roly poly, Noisy Neighbour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aloJbkQUfe4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aloJbkQUfe4


Aspect 4 - Rhythm and Rhyme
This aspect aims to develop children’s appreciation and experiences of rhythm 
and rhyme in speech. Activities include rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping 
out the syllables in words and odd one out.
Games- Rhyming Soup/Rhyming Bingo, Our favourite rhymes
Material required - Rhyming Objects, Objects to sing rhymes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRtneEda2rM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRtneEda2rM


Aspect 5 – Alliteration
The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including I-spy type games and matching objects 
which begin with the same sound.
Games-
Digging for treasure, Bertha goes to the zoo, Silly soup
Material required- Two sets of objects beginning with same initial sound for use in the sand tray. 
https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/videos/digging-for-treasure/264810611376728/

https://www.facebook.com/HardmoorEYC/videos/digging-for-treasure/264810611376728/


Aspect 6 - Voice Sounds
The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending 
and segmenting. Activities include Metal Mike, where children feed pictures of objects 
into a toy robot’s mouth and the adult sounds out the name of the object in a robot 
voice- /c/- /u/-/p/ cup, with the children joining in.
Games-
Mouth movements/voice sounds, Metal mike(say cvc word like a robot)
Material required– cvc word cards, phonemes cards 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJt3jXnc1-s&t=1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJt3jXnc1-s&t=1s


• In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills.
• To practice oral blending, the adult could say some sounds, such as /c/-/u/-/p/ and see whether 

the children can pick out a cup from group of objects.
• For segmenting, the adult could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the children which 

sounds they can hear in the word ‘sock’.
• Remember when blending and segmenting words, use words that contain 2-3 sounds 

(phonemes).
Games-
Toy talk, clapping sounds, cross the river
Material required- CVC Words flashcards, picture flashcard (any 1 sound)

Aspect 7- Oral Blending and Segmenting



Learning letter formation
Using different multi-sensory methods, children learn how to form and write the letters. 
We write on the carpet, in the air, on our friend’s back, on our palm. We write on 
sandpaper, on gel bags, in the sand tray, on the wall, with play dough using our gross 
and fine motor movements.



Assessment, Recording and Reporting

• Teachers build up their assessments throughout the year on a cumulative basis,
from on- going learning and teaching.

• They make regular assessments, observations and recordings of children’s
learning, and we use this information to ensure that future planning reflects
identified needs.
Look, listen and note

• Observations of children help them to assess the progress which children are
making and to decide where children are in their learning and development and to
plan what to do.

• At the end of every term, we report if your child is ‘Emerging, Emerging Plus or 
working at the ‘Expected, Expected Plus Level.



Sample Report Card
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