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Objectives 

• To provide clarity on how phonics reading and literacy skills are 
developed in KS1.

• To  share ideas and strategies to support your child in developing 
phonetic skills and reading competence.

• To share the Read Like a Gem Initiative



Help us understand

Reflect on your experience:

 

What challenges have you encountered while helping 
your child learn to read and write?



POSSIBLE ANSWERS 

•Finding resources

•Insufficient phonics knowledge and teaching how to blend

•Comprehension- processing what they read

•Difficulty in holding attention

•Lack of interest in reading and writing

•Difficulty in grasping new concepts, and language barriers.

•Limited Access to Books

•Attention Span during Storytime



HOW DOES THE SCHOOL TEACH READING AND WRITING?

Phonics is a teaching strategy that focuses on helping children 
understand the relationship between sounds (phonemes) and 
their corresponding letters or letter groups(graphemes). 

Decoding: By learning these connections, children can blend 
sounds to read and write words. 

It emphasizes on identifying the sound of letters or 
combinations of letters. The sounds are then put together to 
read and to write words 



HOW IS IT DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THE CHILDREN 
LEARN IN FOUNDATION STAGE?

In Foundation Stage we follow the Jolly Phonics, where we start with a 
single letter representing one sound then we move to two letters; digraphs.

In Key Stage 1, we follow the National Curriculum of England, Programme of 
Study.

Children move on to learn more digraphs  and  alternative combinations to 
produce the same sound such as( oi and oy)  The students practice reading 
increasingly complex words.



All these words and sounds are in 
alignment with the spelling expectations 
for the year group.

Later, the children develop their skills to 
read and spell words that are less 
familiar and more challenging.



HOW DO WE TEACH PHONICS?

A lesson is dedicated to teaching 
phonics  in Year 1 and Year 2

Spelling rules are revisited during 
registration time each day. 

Reading time is also used to 
practice blending.

Intervention is planned to bridge 
identified gaps in word reading.



HOW DO WE TEACH READING?





Make the study time fun.Make

Please follow the same techniques we teach 
at school.

Follow

Help your child to know the sounds 
(interesting resources will be shared.)

Help

Together , have fun blending  and segmenting  
words using the sounds  knowledge you have 
built .

Have

Encourage your child to learn their spellings.Encourage

Find opportunities in real life to blend and 
segment.

Find

Be positive. Sounds Fun Phonics Flash Card 
Movements.

Be

WHAT CAN YOU DO AT HOME?











Think-Pair-Share

What are some of the key points 
that you would consider to know 
the reading level of your child?



What is Balanced Reading?

A balanced reading approach 
incorporates phonemic awareness 
and phonics (understanding the 
relationships between sounds and 
their written representations), 
fluency, guided oral reading, 
vocabulary development and 
comprehension.



How do we know the reading level of our students?

We use:
•  Internal Reading Data: formative and summative.

• NGRT : The NGRT gives us the mean reading age which tells if the child is reading at an expected 
level, above expected level or below expected level. It also provides us with the child’s sentence 
completion and passage comprehension skills.

• We Triangulate data to arrive at the actual reading level of our students. The data is further  
analysed  for gap analysis.

• Based on the gaps, teachers plan highly personalized support and intervention/stretch and 
challenge for the students, wherever required, recommend students for ELL support.



Key Elements of an Effective Reading Programme

The key elements of an effective reading programme are:

•Reading to children - Modelled and Shared Reading

•Reading with children - Guided Reading

•Reading by children - Independent Reading





• Through daily observations.

• Reading speed and fluency

• Number of words read fluently 

• Reading age

• Reading level

• Spelling of words and complex sentence formation.

• Use of enriched vocabulary.

• Reading comprehension- retrieval of information, collating simple and complex 
inferences, predicting, anticipating, making connections, summarising etc.

• Writing a passage or a story/essay based from the reading text.

How do we know children are making progress?



Unlocking Vocabulary, Unlocking Potential



Read like a GEM: Intent

• Reading as the foundation for success
• Every GEMS Student confident, 

proficient reader
• Cultivating a world class reading culture 

throughout the school
• Empowering Students for lifelong 

success

Research suggests
that students must 
understand over 
90% of words in a 
text for 
“comfortable 
comprehension” 
(Daniel 
Willingham).



Universal Offer
The GEMS Universal Offer is built on five essential pillars designed to foster a culture of reading for pleasure 
and language development:

1. GEMS Readers
Collection of books designed to engage, challenge, and inspire readers at every level.

2. GEMS Reading Challenge
A school wide initiative to promote reading for pleasure, encouraging students to read widely and develop independent reading habits

3. GEMS Read Alouds
Teachers model fluent reading, fostering a love of stories while developing students’ comprehension, vocabulary and cultural capital

4. GEMS Subject Reader
Research-backed narratives that bring subject learning to life, helping students grasp complex concepts through engaging texts.

5. Vocabulary Programme – ReadingWise 
Explicit teaching of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary to help students access and understand subject specific content



Read Like a GEM: Categories





Some useful websites:
Phonics Guide: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/ 
Blending :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4z6wI1OjPQ
Jolly phonics diagraphs :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfWCcIz2Qjk
Jolly Phonics Pronunciation : Jolly Phonics Letter Sounds (British English) (youtube.com)
Phonics Games : https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html 
How phonics aid speech developmenthttps://makingenglishfun.com/2020/12/29/can-phonics-help-with-speech-
development/ 
High frequency words \ tricky words : High Frequency Words 
Reading :
Gradual release sample lesson :Sample 
Oxford Owl Library  : https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/  (the steps to join are in the 
next slide)
Go to the website; www.oxfordowl.co.uk
Click on “Join us’’ to subscribe for free
Jolly Phonics Pronunciation : Jolly Phonics Phase 1 -S,A,T,I,P,IN -Review with Songs, Vocabulary, & Interesting activities. 
(youtube.com) 
How phonics aids speech development : https://makingenglishfun.com/2020/12/29/can-phonics-help-with-speech-
development/ 
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