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@J Objectives

To provide clarity on how phonics reading and literacy skills are
developed in KS1.

To share ideas and strategies to support your child in developing
phonetic skills and reading competence.

e To share the Read Like a Gem Initiative
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Help us understand

Reflect on your experience:

What challenges have you encountered while helping
vour child learn to read and write?
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

*Finding resources

®*Insufficient phonics knowledge and teaching how to blend
*Comprehension- processing what they read

*Difficulty in holding attention

*Lack of interest in reading and writing

*Difficulty in grasping new concepts, and language barriers.

®*Limited Access to Books

_,. *Attention Span during Storytime
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HOW DOES THE SCHOOL TEACH READING AND WRITING?

Phonics is a teaching strategy that focuses on helping children
understand the relationship between sounds (phonemes) and
their corresponding letters or letter groups(graphemes).

Decoding: By learning these connections, children can blend
sounds to read and write words.

It emphasizes on identifying the sound of letters or
combinations of letters. The sounds are then put together to

read and to write words
GEMS
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HOW IS IT DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THE CHILDREN
LEARN IN FOUNDATION STAGE?

In Foundation Stage we follow the Jolly Phonics, where we start W|th a
single letter representing one sound then we move to two letters; digraphs.

In Key Stage 1, we follow the National Curriculum of England, Programme of
Studly.

Children move on to learn more digraphs and alternative combinations to
produce the same sound such as( oi and oy) The students practice reading
increasingly complex words.

s‘i&i’é P GEMS
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Later, the children develop their skills to
read and spell words that are less
familiar and more challenging.

All these words and sounds are in
alignment with the spelling expectations

for the year group.
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HOW DO WE TEACH PHONICS?

A lesson is dedicated to teaching
phonics in Year 1 and Year 2

Spelling rules are revisited during
registration time each day. e

Reading time is also used to
practice blending.

Intervention is planned to bridge
identified gaps in word reading.
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HOW DO WE TEACH READING?

\l/
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HOW DO WE TEACH READING?
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We dedicate time
each morning to
reading ORT books,
which are levelled
according to students’
proficiency levels.

We provide guided
reading support to
develop stronger
reading skills and help
students progress to
the next level.

We assess students’
understanding of the
content and their
ability to reflect
on details.

We teach students
high-frequency
words, which they
will find in texts.

Our Phonics
Programme allows
students to decode

print.

First 100 High. Frequency Words

in frequency order reading down the columns

the that not Look put
and with then don’t could
a all were come houwse
to we _go will old
said can Little into too
L are as back by
he wup no from day
I had mum children| made
of my one him time
it her them Mr I'm
was what | do | get if
you there me Jjust help
they out down now Mrs
on this dad came called
she have big oh here
is went when about off
for be it's got asked
at Like see their saw
his som.e Looked. people make

Oxford Levels and Book Bands
Use the table below to find out which Oxford Level
is best suited to your child.

Year group

Nursery

Age

Up to 4 years old

Reception / Primary 1

4-5 years old

1/ Primary 2

5-6 years old

2 / Primary 3

rimary 4

6-7 years old

7-8 years old

rimary 5

8-9 years old

©-10 years old

10-11 years old
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TECHNIQUES FOR BLENDING

Technique

Activity Time

How It Works

Activity

1. Segmenting
and Blending

2

Teach your child to break
words down into
individual sounds

(segmenting) and then
blend those sounds
back together.

S

Say a word slowly,
stretching out each sound
(e.g., /b/ /a/ Jt/ for "bat"),
and then help your child
blend the sounds to
say the whole word.

=

2. Sound Cards

2

Use cards with
individual letters or

L]

Show the cards to your
child, have him/her say
the sound, and then blend

sounds. the sounds together to
form a word.
—>
— L1 %l —3 N 5B ——
Use pictures and word
Focus on cards for CVC words, and
3. CVC Words consonant-vowel- practice blending these
P ti consonant (CVC) words words. For example, show a
ractice as they are simple and picture of a "cat” and have
predictable. L the child blend /c/ /a/ /t/
L y L b to identify the word. )
Qi T==
— B — | — B — | — & —
Emphasize blending when
4. Interactive Read stories aloud while reading aloud. Pause to
highlighting phonics peoint out and blend simple
Read-Aloud patterns. words in the text and
encourage children to
blend along with you.
8 _/ - 4 =

— = —an

Interactive Rea&-AIoud

How It Works

The teacher reads a story aloud
while pointing out phonics patterns

Activity
Pause during reading to blend
simple words. Model blending for

the children, then encourage them
to blend the words with you.
Example:

If the sentence is “The sun is hot,” - _ -

pause and blend s - u - n - sun. Ask the children to blend the

waord alond with vorn
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WHAT CAN YOU DO AT HOME?

Make Make the study time fun.
Please follow the same techniques we teach
Follow
at school.
Hel Help your child to know the sounds
P (interesting resources will be shared.)
logether, have tun blending and segmenting
Have words using the sounds knowledge you have
built .
Encourage | Encourage your child to learn their spellings.
Find Find opportunities in real life to blend and
segment.
Be Be positive. Sounds Fun Phonics Flash Card

Movements.

b >
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How We Teach Reading Comprehension

————————  Supporting Children to Become Thoughtful, Independent Readers

How We Teach Comprehension Key Comprehension Skills

Reading Comprehension Strategies

4
P @ e e E =
& S = ‘ .- ( ) 1. RETRIEVAL SKILLS = 2. SIMPLE INFERENCE = | 3. COMPLEX INFERENCE
‘ D Finding and remembering Guessing what is Figuring out more detailed
CONNECT PREDICT SYNTHESIZE =~ ANNOTATE = SUMMARIZE | sy g appans bl on Sl by
the text. hints in the text. different pieces of
information from the text.
| can use my What do | think | can think about | can use thinking | can determine e
schema to make will happen in the new information | | marks to annotate | = which ideas are We teach We construct
connections with this story? | leamed and what the text as I read | | the most important i i i
¥ > reading situations
what | am reading | already know to note important in the text. reading comprehension g chilc?ren = renid %
to understand to form new ideas. information in techniques. ? .
the text better. the text. explore and respond
‘ to texts independently. 4. AUTHORIAL TECHNIQUES 5. PREDICTION SKILLS BNOCADUKARBASSD
QUESTIONS
Understanding how an Guessing what might Using surrounding words
author's word choices haopen next in the story. to determine the meaning
and style affect the text. of new vocabulary.
L]
Types of Comprehension
LITERAL INFERENTIAL

L]

Answers can be found directly in the text.

®

Readers use clues from the text to work out meaning.

3 EVALUATIVE
A‘F Readers think deeply and make informed

judgements.
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How Do We Teach Comprehension?

Reading comprehension is the process of making meaning from a text. It goes beyond decoding words

and helps children understand, think about and respond to what they read.

-
| [ ] | Picture Walks O-®-G) | Story Sequencing
?Hefore .readmgt,) c.rlwclildrep fexp}ore Children learn to identify the order
' u§trat|on§ to bulld:anticipation, . o R of events in a story to strengthen
activate prior knowledge and develop 2 sl 4 :

: 4 Ny Z A (N1 understanding of plot and structure.
understanding of the story context. // @ i A Al I
/ / WU (i " ”{ f[ L
7N f W

ACTIVITY q\ - A ACTIVITY

Discuss pictures, make predictions and 2 c ‘ Arrange pictures or sentences in the

connect visual clues to the story. correct order to retell the story.

\ 8
73 A e
% 5 . U . .
| Word and Sentence Clues fu=s - Q - | Story Prediction
’ The we ird i\\)‘,‘f"e
e5, o
Children use contextual clues to gnroue® the “:e o oue Children predict what might happen
understand unfamiliar words and cor a5%%¢ \a xanches " next using evidence from the text
deepen comprehension. s nesv NS grorm e and illustrations.
S .Aed SN
ﬂ(‘\'\(“' 0.
ACTIVITY ' A and 1% ACTIVITY
Highlight keywords and use surrounding Pause during reading to discuss
information to infer meaning. k and justify predictions.
\ % N

L]

By regularly practising these comprehension strategies, children develop confidence,
critical thinking skills and a deeper understanding of texts.
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School Initiatives to Foster a Love of Reading

Creating enthusiastic, confident and lifelong readers

-

e

m Reading Displays

Interactive displays designed to
spark curiosity, encourage discussion
and promote a reading culture.

B Read !_1

Explore

i

&

Reading Booster Corners

Comfortable reading spaces that
encourage independent reading
and exploration.

il

Weekly News Headlines

Students read, research and present
current events to develop reading
fluency and critical thinking.

=

Recommended Reading Lists

Curated text selections introducing
a wide variety of authors and genres.

Jo

Inferential Skills Development

Students use evidence from texts
to make inferences and deepen
comprehension.

&R
Literacy Circle Activities

Collaborative discussions that
encourage critical thinking and
meaningful responses to texts.

L)

Wordless Literature

Visual storytelling experiences that
promote imagination, language
development and comprehension.

-

N

Reading Pointers

Reading prompts and strategies
that support fluency, expression
and understanding.

0
-
-
.
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< Look
 Think
/ Read
o Reflect

o

N

o

Events Celebrating Authors
and Reading

Book weeks, author studies and
literacy celebrations that inspire
a love of reading.

2l

* World
Book Day

Building confident, curious and lifelong readers through meaningful literacy experiences.
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—— What Can You Do at Home?

Simple Ways to Support Your Child’s Reading Journey

ENy 7 X Xl 2\

(r\nu’
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Minds ' - &
Read Together Every Day Practise Phonics Build Vocabulary
Engage with your child by reading Encourage your child to use Look up the meanings of new words
a story, a classic storybook, or a sounds and phonics strategies to using a child-friendly dictionary
non-fiction book of their choice. decode and read unfamiliar words. and discuss them together.

r
7

o O
Talk About Reading Share Ideas and Opinions | | Create and Role Play Stories

Support creativity by encouraging

Ask questions and discuss what Encourage your child to express ! A
your child has read to strengthen opinions about characters, events chlldrgn to retell stories, act OUF
comprehension and critical thinking. and key messages within texts. favourite RRETS and create their
own narratives. J
. 6\ JON
Reading Road Signs Story Corner Family Reading Time Celebrating Stories
| Help children notice and read signs, Create a cosy, inviting reading ( Share books together and model Encourage storytelling, role play
labels and environmental print space at home. positive reading habits. and imagination through books.

wherever they go.

— Small daily reading experiences build confidence, vocabulary and a lifelong love of reading.
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What are some of the key points
that you would consider to know
the reading level of your child?
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What is Balanced Reading?

A balanced reading approach
incorporates phonemic awareness

and phonics (understanding the w PHRASING
relationships between sounds and samced

their written representations),
fluency, guided oral reading,
vocabulary  development and

comprehension.

COMPREHENSION
Literal - Inferential - Response

w,

%
,
“Nge of text types and
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How do we know the reading level of our students?

We use:
* Internal Reading Data: formative and summative.

* NGRT : The NGRT gives us the mean reading age which tells if the child is reading at an expected
level, above expected level or below expected level. It also provides us with the child’s sentence
completion and passage comprehension skills.

« We Triangulate data to arrive at the actual reading level of our students. The data is further
analysed for gap analysis.

« Based on the gaps, teachers plan highly personalized support and intervention/stretch and
challenge for the students, wherever required, recommend students for ELL support.

F“i__ﬁ’? GEMS
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The key elements of an effective reading programme are:
* Reading to children - Modelled and Shared Reading

* Reading with children - Guided Reading

* Reading by children - Independent Reading

F"i_ﬁ’? GEMS
2\/,3’5
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How Do We Know That Children o
o XTord Levelts dan 00 anas
Ar e Maklng ProgreSS? Use the table below to find out which Oxford Level

Monitoring Reading Development Through the Oxford Reading Book Bands Is best suited to your child.
. .
Tracking Reading Progress Year group
Children progress through a structured reading journey using the Oxford Reading Book Band Nursery Up to 4 years old
system. Regular teacher assessments, reading observations and comprehension checks help
ensure that every child is reading books that provide the right level of challenge and support.
Reception [ Primary 1 | 4-5 years old
3 Noite N B
= -
Year 1 [ Primary 2 5-6 years old
. 3 Turquoi
Teacher Assessment Book Band Progression Reading Fluency qulumse
urple
Regular monitoring of reading Children move through colour- Assessment of pace, expression ] ;
accuracy, fluency and coded book bands as their and accuracy during reading. TearZ | Primiry3 S e old
comprehension. confidence and reading skills
develop.
U8 —AOUINS A N J
— < il ~ Brown
Year 3 [ Primary 4 7-8 years old
& , Grey
Comprehension Skills Personalised Support Year4[Primary5 | 8- years old
Evaluation of understanding, Targeted teaching and intervention Dark blue
L inference and response to text. ensure continued progress. Year 5] Peimary 6 9-10 years old
>y >y
Dark red
66 “Every child progresses at their own pace, supported through oG Pogay® | 1050 yearold

carefully matched reading experiences.’

© Oxford University Press 2019
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How do we know children are making progress?

Through daily observations.

Reading speed and fluency

Number of words read fluently

Reading age

Reading level

Spelling of words and complex sentence formation.
Use of enriched vocabulary.

Reading comprehension- retrieval of information, collating simple and complex
inferences, predicting, anticipating, making connections, summarising etc.

Writing a passage or a story/essay based from the reading text.

EDUCATION



u “.‘ . b :
L ' '\\ - - — D
; "a, N = el &
: BN A et ¥ ¥ T

Unlocking Vocabulary, Unlocking Potential
™ - 4

| N




Read like a GEM: Intent

Reading as the foundation for success
Every GEMS Student confident,
proficient reader

Cultivating a world class reading culture
throughout the school

Empowering Students for lifelong
success

READ LIKE AGEM

Research suggests
that students must

understand over
90% of words in a
text for
“comfortable
comprehension”
(Daniel
Willingham).

GEMS
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Al Offer READ LIKE AGEM

s

The GEMS Universal Offer is built on five essential pillars designed to foster a culture of reading for pleasure
and language development:

1. GEMS Readers

Collection of books designed to engage, challenge, and inspire readers at every level.

2. GEMS Reading Challenge

A school wide initiative to promote reading for pleasure, encouraging students to read widely and develop independent reading habits

3. GEMS Read Alouds

Teachers model fluent reading, fostering a love of stories while developing students’ comprehension, vocabulary and cultural capital

4. GEMS Subject Reader

Research-backed narratives that bring subject learning to life, helping students grasp complex concepts through engaging texts.

5. Vocabulary Programme — ReadingWise
Explicit teaching of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary to help students access and understand subject specific content

P GEMS
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Read Like a GEM: Categories

- Readers at risk
Limited access to curriculum)

Early Readers

w w
Targeted Offer: Targeted Offer:
Comprehension Dacoding

NGRT

Baseline
Assessment

New to English

w
Fluent Readers Targeted Offer:
v Phonics
Universal Offer

EDUCATION




Modules

-
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Helpful Resources:

Phonics Guide: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/

Blending :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4z6wl10jPQ

Jolly phonics diagraphs : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfWCclz2Qjk

Jolly Phonics Pronunciation : Jolly Phonics Letter Sounds (British English) (youtube.com)

Phonics Games : https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html

How phonics aid speech developmenthttps://makingenglishfun.com/2020/12/29/can-phonics-help-with-speech-
development/

High frequency words \ tricky words : High Frequency Words

Reading :

Gradual release sample lesson :Sample

Oxford Owl Library : https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ (the steps to join are in the
next slide)

Go to the website; www.oxfordowl.co.uk

Click on “Join us” to subscribe for free

Jolly Phonics Pronunciation : Jolly Phonics Phase 1 -S,A,T,|,P,IN -Review with Songs, Vocabulary, & Interesting activities.
(youtube.com)

How phonics aids speech development : https://makingenglishfun.com/2020/12/29/can-phonics-help-with-speech-
development/

ﬁ
)
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