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Objectives 

• To provide clarity on how phonics reading and literacy 
skills are developed in KS1.

• To  share ideas and strategies to support your child in 
developing phonetic skills and reading competence.



Reflect on your experience: 

What challenges have you encountered while 
helping your child learn to read and write?



POSSIBLE ANSWERS 

• Finding resources

• Insufficient phonics knowledge 

• Teaching how to blend

• Comprehension- processing what they read

• Difficulty in holding attention

• Lack of interest in reading and writing

• Difficulty in grasping new concepts, and 
language barriers.

• Limited Access to Books

• Attention Span during Storytime



HOW DOES THE SCHOOL TEACH READING AND 
WRITING?

Phonics is a teaching strategy that focuses on helping children 
understand the relationship between sounds (phonemes) and 
their corresponding letters or letter groups(graphemes). 

Decoding: By learning these connections, children can blend 
sounds to read and write words. 

It emphasizes on identifying the sound of letters or 
combinations of letters. The sounds are then put together to 
read and to write words .



HOW IS IT DIFFERENT FROM 
WHAT THE CHILDREN LEARN 
IN FOUNDATION STAGE?

In Foundation Stage we follow 
the Jolly Phonics, where we start 
with a single letter representing 
one sound then we move to two 

letters; digraphs.

In Key Stage 1, we follow the 
National Curriculum of England, 

Programme of Study.

Children move on to learn more 
digraphs  and  alternative 

combinations to produce the 
same sound such as( oi and oy)  
The students practice reading 
increasingly complex words.

Later, the children develop their 
skills to read and spell words 

that are less familiar and more 
challenging.

All these words and sounds are 
in alignment with the spelling 

expectations for the year group.



HOW DO WE TEACH PHONICS?

A lesson is dedicated to teaching 
phonics  in Year 1 and Year 2

Spelling rules are revisited during 
registration time each day. 

Reading time is also used to 
practice blending.

Intervention is planned to bridge 
identified gaps in word reading.



How do we teach reading?

Our Phonics Programme allows the students to 
decode the print .

We teach the students the high frequency words 
which they  will find in texts.

We dedicate time in the morning to reading ORT 
books, which are levelled as per the students’  
proficiency levels.

We assess the students’ understanding of the 
content and their ability to reflect on the details.

We provide guided reading support to develop 
better reading skills to move to the next level.



Techniques for Blending

1. Segmenting and 
Blending

How It Works: Teach your 
child to break words down 

into individual sounds 
(segmenting) and then blend 
those sounds back together.

Activity: Say a word slowly, 
stretching out each sound 

(e.g., /b/ /a/ /t/ for “bat”), and 
then help your child blend 

the sounds to say the whole 
word.

2. Sound Cards
How It Works: Use cards 
with individual letters or 

sounds.

Activity: Show the cards to 
your child, have him/her say 
the sound, and then blend 

the sounds together to form 
a word.

Activity time



What can you do at home?

Make the study time fun.Make

Please follow the same techniques we teach at school.Follow

Help your child to know the sounds (interesting resources will be 
shared.)Help

Together , have fun blending  and segmenting  words using the 
sounds  knowledge you have built .Have

Encourage your child to learn their spellings.Encourage

Find opportunities in real life to blend and segment.Find

Be positive. Sounds Fun Phonics Flash Card Movements 
(youtube.com)Be





How do we teach comprehension?
We use techniques like: 
1. Picture Walks
How It Works: We use illustrations in books to 
build anticipation and context before reading 
the text.
Activity: Look through the pictures and 
discuss what is happening, make predictions 
about the story, and connect the illustrations 
to the text.

2. Story Sequencing
How It Works: We help the students 
understand the order of events in a 
story.
Activity: After reading a story, have 
students put pictures or sentences 
in the correct order to retell the 
story. This reinforces understanding 
of the plot and sequence.

3. Word and Sentence Clues
How It Works: We teach students
to use context clues to
understand unfamiliar words and
sentences.
Activity: Highlight or underline
key words in the text, and
discuss their meanings using
clues from the surrounding text
and pictures.

4. Story Prediction
How It Works: We encourage
students to make predictions about
the story based on what they’ve read
so far.
Activity: Stop at key points in the
story and ask students what they
think will happen next. Discuss their
predictions and how they might be
supported by the text.



School initiatives to develop  a love for 
reading 

Reading displays to 
create interest  and 

generate discussions.

Reading Booster 
Corners to create a 

comfortable and 
encouraging 

environment.

Weekly News Headline 
encourages students to 

read, research and 
present current topics 

in class.

Reading List Inferential skills



SCHOOL INITIATIVES 
TO DEVELOP  A LOVE 
FOR READING 

• Literacy Circle  Activities 

• Wordless Literature

• Reading Pointers  

• Events to celebrate 
authors and reading 

• Book reviews











WHAT CAN YOU DO AT 
HOME?

• Picture reading: all the family members can take turns to 
describe a picture in sentences using adjectives.

• Story corner: Create a special reading corner for your child 
at home. You can make story baskets to generate interest and to 
let children enact or role play their favourite stories.

• Read everywhere you go: Look at signs, logos and words 
when you go out. Point out the labels on packets and tins at the 
shops.

• High frequency words: Encourage your child to read a high 
frequency word every time it appears as you read.



Engage with your child to read a story, a classic storybook or a non-
fiction book of his/her choice.

Practice using  sounds and phonics  to read.

Look up the meaning of  new words in an online dictionary.

Talk about what you have just read! 

Share ideas and opinions.

Creating stories with children- Encourage role plays.



✓Through daily observations.
✓Phonics screening.
✓Spelling of words.
✓Sentence formation.
✓Writing a passage or a story.
✓Reading speed.
✓Reading levels 
✓NGRT( New Group Reading Test)

How do we know that the  children are making 
progress?



How do we know that 
the  children are 
making progress? 

Progression of 
successful text reading 
through the Book Bands 



Phonics Guide: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/ 
Blending :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4z6wI1OjPQ
Jolly phonics diagraphs :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfWCcIz2Qjk

Jolly Phonics Pronunciation : Jolly Phonics Letter Sounds (British English) (youtube.com)
Phonics Games : https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html 
How phonics aid speech developmenthttps://makingenglishfun.com/2020/12/29/can-phonics-help-with-speech-
development/ 
High frequency words \ tricky words : High Frequency Words 
Reading :
Gradual release sample lesson :Sample 
Oxford Owl Library  : https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/  (the steps to join are in the 
next slide)
Go to the website; www.oxfordowl.co.uk
Click on “Join us’’ to subscribe for free
Jolly Phonics Pronunciation : Jolly Phonics Phase 1 -S,A,T,I,P,IN -Review with Songs, Vocabulary, & Interesting 
activities. (youtube.com) 
How phonics aids speech development : https://makingenglishfun.com/2020/12/29/can-phonics-help-with-
speech-development/ 
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