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@) Objectives

* To share ideas on how to engage with your child to devel
their reading skills.

 To apply varied reading strategies to develop effective reading
and literacy skills across Key-Stage 2.

e To share the Read Like a Gem initiative
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What do your children enjoy reading?

F AWESOMELY
G ADVENTUROUS |48
QH_BRARM

7 Story of C. S. Lewis
and His Brother

A
Foseuard by
— GEMS

EDUCATION




WHY
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The Importance of Reading

Children who read for 20 minutes everyday are expose
million words a year.

Children who read on average for 4.6 minutes a day are exposed to
282,000 words a year.

Children who read for less that one minute a day are exposed to
8,000 words a year.

So it would take a child who reads for less than one minute a day a
whole year to read the number of words that a child who reads for
20 minutes a day would read in 2 days.
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Before Reading:

If it is the first time your child has read the book, look at the
with them to predict what they think the book might be about.
other books read with similar themes, the same characters and/
authors/illustrators. Give them time to flick through the book and rea

blurb.
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Habits of Discussion

Reading Detectives

* Using inference to read a picture
 Activity Time: Look at the picture.
* What do you infer from the given pictures? Give reasons to justify.
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Passage: The Unexpected Discovery:

On Saturday morning, Ayaan and his sister Sara decided to
explore a wooded path near their local park. As they followed
the narrow trail, they noticed something unusual hidden
beneath a pile of fallen leaves. It was a small wooden box
covered in intricate carvings.

Carefully, Ayaan brushed away the dirt. The box looked ancient
and fragile. Inside, they found a faded map with mysterious
symbols drawn across it. At first, the children felt puzzled, but
they were also curious. Where did the map lead? Who had left
it there?

Following the markings, they walked deeper into the woods
until they reached a clearing. In the center stood a large oak
tree. Beneath its roots was a metal container holding
photographs and letters from families who had lived in the area
many years ago.

The discovery taught Ayaan and Sara an important lesson:
sometimes the greatest treasures are not valuable objects but
stories from the past.

Read the passage displa

minutes.
1.  List any words that
2.  List any words that mi
9/10/11 year old.
3. Give the meaning of the wor
the contextual clues.
4. Discuss the questions with your shoulder

partner.
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Reading Assessment — Have a go!
Simple and Complex Inference

Simple Inference Questions

Question 1

How do you know that Ayaan and Sara were
interested in finding out more about the map?
Answer: They were curious about where the
map led and who had left it there, so they
decided to follow its markings deeper into the
woods.

Question 2

Why did Ayaan brush away the dirt from the
wooden box carefully?

Answer: He noticed that the box looked ancient
and fragile, so he did not want to damage it.
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Complex Inference Questions
Question 1

What can you infer about Ayaan and Sara's
personalities from their actions in the story?
Answer: They are adventurous, curious, and brave
because they explored the woods, investigated the box,
and followed the mysterious map despite not knowing
where it would lead.

Question 2

Why do you think the author describes the letters and
photographs as a "treasure"?

Answer: The author suggests that learning about
people from the past is valuable because their stories
help us understand history and connect with those who
lived before us.
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Reading Assessment — Have a go!
Authorial technique

Authorial Technique Questions
Question 1

How does the author create a sense of mystery at the beginning of the
passage?

Answer: The author uses descriptive language such as "something
unusual,” "hidden beneath a pile of fallen leaves," and "mysterious
symbols" to make readers wonder what will happen next.

Question 2

Why does the author include the questions "Where did the map lead?
Who had left it there?"

Answer: The author uses rhetorical questions to build suspense and
encourage readers to think about the mystery along with the characters.
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How did that exercise make you feel?

What must it be like for a child?
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During reading

® Ask your child many questions about the characters in the b

you read the story

eHave your child use his/her finger to follow the direction of the text

(top to bottom, left to right)

eHave your child look at the sentences and see if he/she can find any

of the sounds.

eDiscuss the meaning of any unfamiliar words or words they do not

-‘Hnderstand.
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Look at the whole word

Look for parts or chunks
you may already know

Say the first sound

Point to each grapheme
and say each sound

Blend the sounds to read | . . :

the whole word

Check that the word
makes sense
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Being a ‘good’ reader

The foundations of what children learn
at primary school creates an impact on
their success as a reader. They will be
able to comprehend any given text
based on any subject.

This leads me to ask the question: How
can we make ALL our children ‘good’
readers?
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What are some of the key points
that you would consider to know
the reading level of your child?
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What is Balanced Reading?

A balanced reading approach
incorporates phonemic awareness
and phonics (understanding the
relationships between sounds and
their written representations),
fluency, guided oral reading,
vocabulary  development and
comprehension.
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How do we know the reading level of our st

We use:
* Internal Reading Data: formative and summative.

* PTE : The Progress Test English is a standardised easy-to-use tests that assess students' kno
understanding and application in spelling, grammar and punctuation and reading comprehen
skills- retrieval, simple and complex inference as well as authorial technique.

* NGRT : The NGRT gives us the mean reading age which tells if the child is reading at an expected
level, above expected level or below expected level. It also provides us with the child’s sentence
completion and passage comprehension skills.

 We Triangulate data to arrive at the actual reading level of our students. The data is further
analysed for gap analysis.

 Based on the gaps, teachers plan highly personalized support and intervention/stretch and
challenge for the students, wherever required, recommend students for ELL support.

”' GEMS
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Number of | gludent, | Sapdarcization | Studentstandartisatir
English Skills: Spelling 13 69% 50% 19%
English Skills: Grammar and Punctuation 6 11% 36% -25%
Reading Comprehension: Narrative 15 12% 42% -30%
Reading Comprehension: Non-narrative 10 10% 40% -30%

Analysis of Reading Comprehension categories

. . Number of Student Standardisation |Student/standardisation
Reading Comprehension category questions % correct % correct difference
Retrieval 9] 0% 26% -26%

Simple Inference 10 20% 46% -26%
Complex Inference 3 25% 47% -22%
Authorial Technique 7 0% 44% -44%
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Description of scores

« B profile of scores from Progress Test in English shows that she has a preference for English
Skills (spelling, punctuation and grammar) and relatively weaker Reading Comprehension skills.

'—usually demonstrates the ability to apply age-appropriate spelling rules; and is able to write
correctly from memory most common exception words and other words that she has learnt.

Bis generally secure in her use of sentence punctuation and within-sentence punctuation. She
extends some sentences using a range of subordinating and co-ordinating conjunctions, modifying adjectives
and prepositional phrases. She can select the most appropriate form of past tense.

» Reading Comprehension skills need to be further developed. Try to encourage [Eto listen to or
read independently a wide range of stories, poems and information books. Discuss with her the sequence of
events in the stories she reads and ask lots of questions to check her understanding. See if she can make
simple inferences about the characters, themes or plot and give reasons or evidence for her views. Discuss
how presentational features of texts (e.g. emboldening, italics and capitalisation) contribute to meaning and
help them to identify some simple organisational features of non-fiction texts (e.g. text boxes and bulleted
lists).
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The key elements of an effective reading programme
* Reading to children - Modelled and Shared Reading
* Reading with children - Guided Reading

* Reading by children - Independent Reading
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At school:

Everyday pre-registration reading is planned with word of the week

rule.

We have Oxford Reading Tree books which are leveled and used effectively

year groups.

We have dedicated days for read aloud sessions during registration.

We also engage our students in meaningful reading in our guided reading lessons

and library sessions.

Weekly News Headline encourages students to read, research and present

current topics in class.

We have reading corners, reading booster area where we support our students

through hands-on resources, reading comprehension cards.

Book Reviews every month with 10 books sent to students.

Reading Challenges-Winter/Summer/Autumn Reading Challenge

Read Like A GEM GEMS
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At Home:

* Encourage your child to read a story, a classic storybook or a non-fi
* Help reinforce the correct spellings for words.

* Encourage your child to read a new or unfamiliar vocabulary word every time it
appears as you read a book with them and encourage them to look up the

meaning of the word in an online dictionary.

* Encourage independent writing, for e.g. have them post book reviews on a
compare fictional characters with those in real life, send letters/ emai
relatives or newspapers, read magazines and newspapers to relate to g

olog,
s to

obal

perspectives, write their own stories, books, or poems.
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* Read everywhere you go - Look at signs, logos and wo
when you go out. Point out the labels on packets and tins
the shops books and pamphlets available.

Nutrition Facts
Serving size  About 17 crisps (28q)

NEWLO [ Amount per serving
= (m _Caulori'e; 120

% Daily Value*

INGREDIENTS: Dried Potaloes, Corn Starch, | |
Com 01, Sugar, Sea San, Soy Lecithin, Dextrose, | | Calcium 10mg
and Annatto Exiracts.

| Potassium 230mg

e Story corner- Create a special reading corner for your child
.. at home.
X GEMS
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How do we know children are makin

* Through daily observations.

* Reading speed and fluency

* Number of words read fluently

* Reading age

* Reading level

* Spelling of words and complex sentence formation.
* Use of enriched vocabulary.

* Reading comprehension- retrieval of information, collating simple and complex
inferences, predicting, anticipating, making connections, summarising etc.

* Writing a passage or a story/essay based from the reading text.
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Gradual Release of Responsibility: Creating Independent Readers

The
level of
teacher

support

The
level of
student
control
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reading
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Read like a GEM: Intent

Reading as the foundation for success
Every GEMS Student confident,
proficient reader

Cultivating a world class reading culture
throughout the school

Empowering Students for lifelong
success

Research sugge
that students must

understand over
90% of words in a
text for
“comfortable
comprehension”
(Daniel
Willingham).
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Ur;a| Offer

The GEMS Universal Offer is built on five essential pillars designed to foster a culture of reading for p
and language development:

1. GEMS Readers

Collection of books designed to engage, challenge, and inspire readers at every level.

2. GEMS Reading Challenge

A school wide initiative to promote reading for pleasure, encouraging students to read widely and develop independent reading habits

3. GEMS Read Alouds

Teachers model fluent reading, fostering a love of stories while developing students’ comprehension, vocabulary and cultural capital

4. GEMS Subject Reader

Research-backed narratives that bring subject learning to life, helping students grasp complex concepts through engaging texts.

5. Vocabulary Programme — ReadingWise
Explicit teaching of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary to help students access and understand subject specific content

”' GEMS
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Read Like a GEM: Categories

Readers at risk /\

Limited accass to curriculum)

Early Readers

w
Targnind Offer: Targeted Offer:
Comprehension Decoding

NGRT
Baseline
Assessment

New to English
w

Targeted Offer:
Phonics

Fluent Readers

w
Universal Offer
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Modules
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* https://www.ereadingworksheets.com/e-reading-
worksheets/online-reading-tests/

* https://www.studiosity.com/student-resources/practice-
tests/year-6-english-reading-comprehension-quiz

e https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/comprehension-

02/

Oxford Owl for Home

Free resources to support learning at home

* Advice and support for parents

* Educational activities and games

* Free eBook library for 3- to 11-year-olds
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https://www.ereadingworksheets.com/e-reading-worksheets/online-reading-tests/
https://www.studiosity.com/student-resources/practice-tests/year-6-english-reading-comprehension-quiz
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/comprehension-02/

