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Objectives

• To share ideas on how to engage with your child to develop
their reading skills.

• To apply varied reading strategies to develop effective reading
and literacy skills across Key-Stage 2.

• To share the Read Like a Gem initiative



What is the importance of reading?



The Importance of Reading

• Children who read for 20 minutes everyday are exposed to 1.8 million words a year. 

• Children who read on average for 4.6 minutes a day are exposed to 282,000 

words a year. 

• Children who read for less that one minute a day are exposed to 8,000 words a year. 

• So it would take a child who reads for less than one minute a day a whole year to read the 
number of words that a child who reads for 20 minutes a day would read in 2 days… 





Where 
are the 
children?

What are 
the children 

doing?

How do 
you think 
they are 
feeling?

What do you think the 
children will do next?

What time 
of year do 
you think 

it is?

The 
children 
are …

The 
children 
are …

I think it 
is … 

because …

I think that 
they are 
feeling … 
because …

I think that the children 
will … because …



How We Read – The Skills 

Activating prior knowledge

Understanding vocabulary

Reading for meaning

Skimming & Scanning

Paraphrasing

Summarising

Predicting

Inferring

Making comparisons

Generalising

Navigating

Skimming



How We Read

The breadth of vocabulary is key to being a GOOD reader.

What we ALREADY KNOW allows us to read. 

Knowledge enables us to comprehend. 

Reading knowledge is transferrable. 

Learning a curriculum that encompasses ALL subjects 
enhances a child’s vocabulary.  



Being a ‘good’ reader 

The foundations of what children 
learn at primary school creates an 

impact on their success as a reader. 
They will be able to comprehend 

any given text based on any subject.

This leads me to ask the question: 
How can we make ALL our children  

‘good’ readers? 



Think-Pair-Share

What are some of the key points that 
you would consider to know the 
reading level of your child?



What is Balanced Reading?

A balanced reading approach
incorporates phonemic awareness and
phonics (understanding the
relationships between sounds and their
written representations), fluency,
guided oral reading, vocabulary
development and comprehension.



How do we know the reading level of our students?
We use:
• Internal Reading Data: formative and summative.

• PTE : The Progress Test English is a standardised easy-to-use tests that assess students' knowledge,
understanding and application in spelling, grammar and punctuation and reading comprehension
skills- retrieval, simple and complex inference as well as authorial technique.

• NGRT : The NGRT gives us the mean reading age which tells if the child is reading at an expected
level, above expected level or below expected level. It also provides us with the child’s sentence
completion and passage comprehension skills.

• We Triangulate data to arrive at the actual reading level of our students. The data is further
analysed for gap analysis.

• Based on the gaps, teachers plan highly personalized support and intervention/stretch and
challenge for the students, wherever required, recommend students for ELL support.



Ways to develop a balanced reading profile:

Decoding
Fluency and Phrasing
Comprehension



Encourage your child to:

• Read with expression, so it
sounds like someone
talking.

• Follow or observe
punctuation, intonation
while reading to aid to the
understanding of the text

Fluency and Phrasing



Key Elements of an Effective Reading Programme

The key elements of an effective reading programme are:

•Reading to children - Modelled and Shared Reading

•Reading with children - Guided Reading

•Reading by children - Independent Reading



Reading Routine at School:

• Everyday pre-registration reading is planned with word of the week and spelling rule.
• We have Oxford Reading Tree books which are leveled and used effectively across year

groups.
• We have dedicated days for read aloud sessions during registration.
• We also engage our students in meaningful reading in our guided reading lessons and

library sessions.
• Weekly News Headline encourages students to read, research and present current topics

in class.
• We have reading corners, reading booster area where we support our students through

hands-on resources, reading comprehension cards.
• Book Reviews every month with 10 books sent to students.
• Reading Challenges-Winter/Summer/Autumn Reading Challenge
• Read Like A GEM

At school:



At home you can

• Encourage your child to read a story, a classic storybook or a non-fiction book.

• Help reinforce the correct spellings for words.

• Encourage your child to read a new or unfamiliar vocabulary word every time 
it appears as you read a book with them and encourage them to look up the 
meaning of the word in an online dictionary.

• Encourage independent writing, for e.g. have them post book reviews on a 
blog, compare fictional characters with those in real life, send letters/ emails 
to relatives or newspapers, read magazines and newspapers to relate to 
global perspectives, write their own stories, books, or poems.

At Home:



• Read everywhere you go - Look at signs, logos and words
when you go out. Point out the labels on packets and tins at
the shops books and pamphlets available.

• Creating stories with children- Encourage Dramatisation

• Story corner- Create a special reading corner for your child
at home.



• Through daily observations.
• Reading speed and fluency
• Number of words read fluently 
• Reading age
• Reading level
• Spelling of words and complex sentence formation.
• Use of enriched vocabulary.
• Reading comprehension- retrieval of information, collating simple and 

complex inferences, predicting, anticipating, making connections, 
summarising etc.

• Writing a passage or a story/essay based from the reading text.

How do we know children are making progress?



Reading Comprehension Strategies



Strategy to Create Independent Reading Skills



Unlocking Vocabulary, Unlocking Potential



Read like a GEM: Intent

• Reading as the foundation for 

success

• Every GEMS Student confident, 

proficient reader

• Cultivating a world class reading 

culture throughout the school

• Empowering Students for lifelong 

success

Research suggests
that students must understand 
over 90% of words in a text for 
“comfortable comprehension” 
(Daniel Willingham).



Universal Offer

The GEMS Universal Offer is built on five essential pillars designed to foster a culture of reading for pleasure 
and language development:

1. GEMS Readers
Collection of books designed to engage, challenge, and inspire readers at every level.

2. GEMS Reading Challenge
A school wide initiative to promote reading for pleasure, encouraging students to read widely and develop independent reading habits

3. GEMS Read Alouds
Teachers model fluent reading, fostering a love of stories while developing students’ comprehension, vocabulary and cultural capital

4. GEMS Subject Reader
Research-backed narratives that bring subject learning to life, helping students grasp complex concepts through engaging texts.

5. Vocabulary Programme – ReadingWise
Explicit teaching of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary to help students access and understand subject specific content



Read Like a GEM: 
Categories



5 - 10 mins daily

Independent work in 
school or at home

20 mins

3-5 x per week

Supervised sessions in 
school, can also access 
from home if needed

5 - 10 mins daily

Independent work in 
school or at home

30 - 45 mins

2 x per week

Groups of 10 

Staff to lead discussion



Some useful websites:

• https://www.ereadingworksheets.com/e-reading-
worksheets/online-reading-tests/

• https://www.studiosity.com/student-resources/practice-
tests/year-6-english-reading-comprehension-quiz

• https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/comprehension-
02/

https://www.ereadingworksheets.com/e-reading-worksheets/online-reading-tests/
https://www.studiosity.com/student-resources/practice-tests/year-6-english-reading-comprehension-quiz
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/comprehension-02/

